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Capitular Growth in Michigan through Masonic Education

HARRY A. WALBRIDGE
MOST EXCELLENT GRAND HIGH PRIEST
P. O. Box 652 — Roscommon, MI 48653-0652
TO ALL ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF MICHIGAN:
GREETINGS!

The One Hundred and Fifty-Ninth Annual Convocation of the
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Michigan will be held in
Pontiac, Michigan on Wednesday, August 15, 2007.

Grand Chapter Headquarters will be at the Centerpointe Marriott
Hotel & Resorts. 3600 Centerpointe Parkway, Pontiac, Michigan 48341.
Phone No.: 1-248-253-9800. Fax: 1-248-253-9682. Toll Free: 1-800-228-
9290. Please indicate Grand York Rite Session when making the
reservation. Please make reservations directly with the hotel!

Meal Reservations with remittance are to be mailed to the 159" Annual
Convocation Committee. We do not have the meal prices yet. Please send
them in as soon as possible to the Committee.

The High Priest, King and Scribe are the Chapter’s representatives, and it is
their obligation to be present. All Past High Priests are voting members of
the Grand Chapter and are urged to attend. All Secretaries are invited and
your presence is earnestly solicited.

A copy of the Proxy Card is enclosed within this mailing. You may cut it
out and use this as the Official Credentials Card for a Proxy Petition. If
the High Priest, King and Scribe attend, no proxies are required, but any
other representative must hold the personal proxy of the officer he may
represent.

It is essential that every chapter be represented. No Companion will be
eligible for, or hold, more than one ballot!

Committee Reports
Committee Reports must be made in triplicate to the Grand Secretary
prior to June 17, 2007 to be included in the Advanced Proceedings.

Order of High Priesthood

The Annual Convocation of the Ceremonial will be held at the
Centerpointe Marriott Hotel & Resorts, Centerpointe Parkway, Pontiac,
Michigan on Wednesday Afternoon, August 15, 2007 starting after the
Installation of Grand Chapter Officers, approximately 3:30 pm. For more
information contact E. Comp. Richard D. Tonda, 3168 MacKenzie Ct.,
Howell, M1 48843-7660. You may contact him by phone (517) 546-4934;
email rtonda@comcast.net

Proposed Legislation
A copy of Proposed Legislation must be submitted to the Office of the
Grand Secretary on or before May 15, 2007. The Grand Secretary will
mail the same to all Past Grand High Priests, the Officers of the Grand
Chapter, and to the High Priests of each Subordinate Chapter at least 30
davs orior to the commencement of the Annual Convocation.

Local Information
Anyone requesting additional information should communicate with
the 159" Annual Convocation General Chairman, Dwight Humm,
3306 Lancaster St., Midland, MI 48642-2376: (989) 631-1357 or
email at DNHumm@aol.com. Registration and information will be
located in the Convention Center.

It is hereby ordered that this notice shall be read in every Chapter at
the next Stated Convocation after its receipt, that the Royal Craft may
have due and timely notice.

Harry A. Walbridge Paul C. Howell, PGHP
Grand High Priest Grand Secretary

PROGRAM
Tuesday, August 14™, 2007

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Grand Officers & PGHP’s Meeting
1:00 — 5:00 p.m. Registration Open

Wednesday, August 15, 2007
7:00 — 8:00 a.m. Breakfast

7:30-8:30 a.m. Grand Chapter Registration
REGISTRATION CLOSES PROMPTLY AT 8:30 AM. SHARP!!

8:30 a.m. Opening of Grand Chapter
8:15 a.m. Introduction of Distinguished Guests

12:00 o’clock noon  Men’s Luncheon

1:00 p.m. Conclusion of Grand Chapter & Installation of
Officers for 2007-2008

3:30 p.m. (approx.)  Order of High Priesthood

Thursday, August 16, 2007
Grand Council Convenes

Evening Social Hour
Joint York Rite Grand Banquet

Dress: Grand Officers — Tuxedo with collar
Grand Officers Ladies — Floor Length Formal
Others- Business Suits and Appropriate Dress.

Friday, August 17, 2007
Grand Commandery Convenes

Saturday, August 18, 2007
Grand Commandery Election and Installation
Drills and Pass in Review



FHavy A. Walbridge, Grand FHigh Priest
P.O. Box 652
Roscommon, MI 48653
989.275.8138
walbridh@m33access.com

to each Chapter.

Companions, back in 1997, the Grand Chapter assigned five (5) copies of the Officers’ Handbook
These books entailed many hours of work writing, assembling and having printed. These were

published to help the Chapters in guiding the officers to a world of knowledge and to make it easier for you who are

currently officers or officers-to-be to lead your Chapter.

Each year the DDI during one of his visits asks to see your handbooks.

The responses he gets go like this, “What

Handbook?” or “Oh!” You mean those white books over on the filing cabinet.” or, in some instances, “l don’t know

where they are.”

There are instances when the Grand Officers or DDI’s get the impression that the value of the Handbook is either
not known or overlooked; that the important thing is to “get the meeting over.”

As | mentioned in an earlier article, a short educational program should be presented at each stated meeting. The
Handbook contains material to use at such times, or as a guide in preparing you for your year as High Priest.

High Priests, | request that you take time to sit down with your officers and review the contents of the Handbook.
Send your comments and criticisms to me. | will present them to the Grand Officers and we will discuss the changes to

be incorporated in another printing of the book.

GRAND SCRIBES’ CORNER
Companions:

Paul D. Williams

I have a lot of plans to get finalized prior to August. This has put a tremendous strain on myself and my lady Kathy
as we must get ready for our year in less than 6 months. We cannot do it alone. We need your help, assistance and

guidance.

Any ideas, recommendations, suggestions would be greatly appreciated.
Would you like to and be willing to serve on a Committee of the Grand Chapter to help them in these times of need
and hardship, please let me know. We need the help of some dedicated Companions to assist us. What is your area of

expertise?

Do not be embarrassed to step forward. Your Grand Officers cannot do it alone and cannot do it without you giving
them help and an insight into what you want and need for YOUR Grand Chapter.

If you have any questions, concerns, ideas, etc...,
please do not hesitate to contact me at 810-985-6925
or paulwkathyw@att.net (new email address)

Thanking you in advance for all of your help and
Assistance.

Northern Michigan Tri-State Royal Arch
Association

The Tri-State Royal Arch Masons of Northern
Michigan will have their Annual Meeting at the
Kingsford Masonic Temple at Kingsford, Michigan on
August 25, 2007.

This is for all Royal Arch Masons from Michigan,
Wisconsin and Minnesota plus their candidates, of
course!

Michigan will confer the Royal Arch Degree and
Minnesota and Wisconsin will do the others.

More information will come out.

Bring your candidates.

The meeting will start at 8:00 a.m. Central Time,
9 a.m., Eastern.

Dowagiac
All Outdoor Degree Day

St. Joseph Valley Chapter No. 2 will be carrying
on the tradition and hosting the thirty-fifth Annual
Outdoor All Degree Day on June 9, 2007. It will
again be held at the Alby Sammons Farm, two and
one-half miles west of Dowagiac on M-62.

Schedule:

8:00 a.m. ----—----- Opening

8:30 a.m. ----—---—-- Mark Master

10:00 a.m. ------—-- Past Master

10:45 am, ------—-- Most Ex. Master
Noon --------------—-- Lunch

1:00 p.m. ----—----—-- Royal Arch Degree
3:30 p.m. —---—--mm-- Closing

Lunch will be our famous Barbequed Pig, Baked
Beans, Cole Slaw, Iced Tea and Lemonade.

If you bring candidates, please bring suitable
clothing for wading the River Jordan, also pennies
for the Mark Degree.

Questions? Contact either: Ed Fitzgerald,
269.469.2481 email: emjim@webtv.net or Ray Parker,
269.684.0787 email: raymarp@peoplepc.com




Paul C. FHowell, PGIHY, Grand Secretary
17635 Manitou Beach Road
Addison, MI 49220-9773
517.547.8266
meghpmi97@comcast.net

Secretary’s Scribbles:

Spring has finally sprung upon us in all of its beauty and glory. Beth and | will return from our short vacation
at the end of the month of April, refreshed and ready to go into our busiest time of the year. Each of you has been hard
at work with the collection of dues and the mailing out of dues cards. With this comes all of those changes of address
that the Companions neglected to send to you during the year as they moved around.

Make sure that you send these addresses in to Beth so that she can have them correctly entered on the Computer
program for your Chapter. This is extremely important, especially when a new Secretary takes over your position,
because they generally ask for a complete updated listing on all of their membership. We can only give them what you

have given us.

Your Annual Returns to the Grand Chapter are due in by the 15" of May. It really should not take you long to
prepare this report if you have been keeping up with your membership throughout the year. The hardest part of this
Report is saying, like you do with the IRS, it’s due and setting down and doing it.

If you have any questions regarding the filing of your Return, please give me a call or send me an email. | will
make every effort to answer your questions in a timely manner and so that you can fill out your Return in an efficient

and correct manner.

Keep a smile on your face and a chuckle in your voice.

SECRETARY CORRESPONDENCE

Due to the untimely death and unfortunate illnesses of
the Secretary’s of several Chapter’s we wish you to make
any correspondences to the following Companions in lieu
of the Secretary noted in the Chapter Directory.

Northville Chapter No. 55 will have James E. Hawn,
PGC as the Acting Secretary for the immediate future.
41508 Woodland Crk. Dr., Novi 48375-3471. Phone:
248.349.4182 email: jehawn@yahoo.com.

losco Chapter No. 83 will have Charles Updike, PGHP,
as the Acting Secretary until Jim Slosser is feeling better
and able to resume his duties. 401 W. River St., Oscoda
48750. Phone: 989.739.5467 email:
chuckram@charter.net.

Wayne Chapter No. 182 has appointed Bruce
Plemmons, 31726 Hazelwood, Westland 48186. Phone:
734.326.3526 email: madsman@email.com to assume the
duties of Secretary.

Committee Reports Due
Grand Chapter Committee Reports are due in to the
Office of the Grand Chapter by the 15 of June. If you are
the Chairman of a Committee please make sure that you
get these reports in.

JUNE TRIPLE TAU — There will be no issue of the
Triple Tau in the month of June.

Secretaries — Please make sure that you get the
Election or Officers Forms into the Grand Chapter Office
immediately, after the election of Officers.

4 Gegi’ee Goy

Do you have candidates in need of an All
Chapter Degree Day conferral?

It is being put on by the Eastern Michigan Royal
Arch Association. Hosted by Romeo Chapter No.
17 in Romeo on Saturday, May 5™.

Schedule for the day is:

8 am Registration

8:30 am  Mark Degree

10 am Past Master Degree

11 am Most Excellent Master Degree

Noon Luncheon

1pm Royal Arch Degree

For additional information or to make

reservations please contact either: Clare Tincknell,
PHP, Sec., Romeo Chapter No. 17 at 586.752.7443
email at tink@bigment.net or by contacting Terry
Baker, PHP, Sec., Huron Chapter No. 27 at
810.364.7352 or email at mrmswhipWaol.com

Washtenaw Chapter No. 6 in Ann Arbor will be
conducting the degrees as follows:
Mark Master Mason Degree: Tuesday, May 29"
Past and Most Excellent: Tuesday, June 26™
Royal Arch Degree: Tuesday, July 24"

All will be preceded by a dinner at 6:15.

Degrees will begin at 7 pm.
Additional Information: Contact Allen Christ at
734.429.4275, email: adchrist@gmail.com or Paul
Howell at 517.547.8266, email: pch43@comcast.net




General Grand Chapter - Ritual Award
“Without the Hope of Fee or Reward”

The General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons, International announces the establishment of an award to
acknowledge those Companions who work “Without the Hope of Fee or Reward” and excel in ritualistic work.

A beautiful jewel has been struck for this purpose and it shall be awarded to those Companions who have performed
the following ritualistic parts:

1. Conferred the Mark Master Degree as Right Worshipful Master

2. Conferred the Past Master Degree as Right Worshipful Master

3. Conferred the Most Excellent Master Degree as Right Worshipful Master

4. Conferred the royal Arch Degree as the High Priest (Joshua)

The Companion must have performed the above parts from memory, on at least two (2) occasions for actual
candidates. The work must be accomplished being the time period of January 1, 2002 and August 15, 2008.

Nominations

Secretaries of Constituent Chapter are to send nomination forms to the Grand Secretary. The Grand Secretary is to
send the nomination form to the General Grand High Priest, who will have the Companion’s name inscribed on the jewel
and returned to the Grand Secretary for presentation. The jewel shall be presented to the Companion at a Chapter
Convocation.

Nomination Form
(Please duplicate as necessary)

I certify that Companion
of Chapter No.

a member in good standing

in the Jurisdiction of

has performed the required ritualistic parts

and is entitled to wear the Ritualistic Jewel.
, 20

Secretary Date

Constituent Secretaries send to Grand Secretary.

Grand Secretary, send to:
Larry E. Gray, GGHP
2250 E. 550 N. Greenfield, IN 46140-9007

What is the ceremony of “passing the
chair”?

In some, not in all, Grand Lodge, it is
necessary that a Master-elect be either an
actual Past Master before his installation,
or a virtual Past Master, by having
received the Pat Master’s degree in a
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.

To make a Master-elect an “Actual Past
Master” recourse is had to an emergent or

"If we ever forget that we're one nation under God, then we
will be a nation gone under." -- Ronald Reagan

CERTIFICATE OF PROXY IN GRAND CHAPTER
To the Grand Chapter of Michigan:

This is to certify that:
Companion

occasional lodge, formed of Past Masters
only, by dispensation of the Grand Master,
which group performs the simple but
highly symbolic ceremony of giving a

has been selected to hold the proxy to represent Companion
of

Chapter No. in the

Convocation of the Grand Chapter, to be

Master-elect certain instructions and | holden at Centerpoine Hotel & Resorts, on the 15" day of the
impressing certain  facts upon him, | month of August 2007.
designed to make his Mastership of his Witness my hand and seal at
lodge more effective. this day of 20 .
from ““One Hundred One Question Signed Title

About Freemasonry”




ROYAL ARCH MASONRY

Masonry, Symbolic Masonry or Blue Lodge Masonry, is the oldest and largest fraternal organization in the
world. The Masonic Lodges are subordinate to the Grand Lodge of the Jurisdiction in which they reside. There
is no governing body Nationally or Internationally for the Masonic Fraternity, however, they did have the head
of each of these Jurisdictions meet on regular occasions. Royal Arch Masonry is said to have derived its origin
from the Masonic Degrees and Traditions. The Chapters of Royal Arch Masonry hold their allegiance to the
State Grand Chapter. Most State Grand Chapters belong to the General Grand Chapters belong to the General
Grand Chapter International making Royal Arch Masonry the largest Fraternal Organization in the world under
one Supreme Body.

Masonry and Royal Arch Masonry are not a religion and do not endeavor to fix ones conception of God.
Royal Arch Masonry regards your religious belief as your own; it does not attempt to influence your belief. It
only asks that you have a belief. The motto of the Royal Arch is “Holiness to the Lord” and ever reminds us of
the reverence due to Great and Beneficent Author of our existence, who is a Being without beginning of days or
ending of years.

The Royal Arch holds firm to the belief in the Brotherhood of Man, the Fatherhood of God, and the
Immortality of the Human Soul in high regard. He, therefore, who is a member knows that nowhere within the
halls will anything occur to cause him to forfeit his self-respect, or give him the slightest embarrassment.
Capitular Masonry is intensely human; it has its serious aspects and its humorous side.

As a member of the Royal Arch you will be welcome and greeted with hospitality and friendship in any
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in your travels around the world, upon displaying proof of your membership.

We espouse and practice toleration for men to become brothers in deed. Through active membership one
can obtain those things to which the Royal Arch Mason aspires — companionship — brotherhood — opportunity
for service.

Royal Arch Masonry is secret only in the result of a ballot, and a few innocuous passwords and means of
recognition which are rarely used, and then only for the purpose of examination for admission to a Chapter.
Membership is gained by the presentation of ritual through degrees. The degrees are more important as regards
the meaning of the ritual than the wording thereof.

All Masonic Organization have one or more philanthropies for which they give support in service and
money. The General Grand Chapter International supports the Royal Arch Research Assistance Program,
housed at Ft. Collins, Colorado, and provides the financial support for research in Auditory Perception
Problems. Many subordinate Chapters support local charities, youth organizations and many give scholarships
to deserving High School Graduates.

Mission Statement for Roval Arch Masons in Michigan
To be a preeminent body of Freemasonry by providing knowledge, skills and quality services. To be the
prime choice of Masons, contributing to the strength of the organization and enhancing its ability to achieve its
vision. Royal Arch Masonry, in Michigan, shall accomplish this by creating a growing, active relevant
organization of great appeal that is well known and respected.

Vision Statement for Royal Arch Masonry in Michigan

Royal Arch Masonry, in Michigan, shall be a preeminent organization for Freemasonry of high quality,
consistently delivering, by symbols, allegory and example, a moral code founded on the highest standards of
ethics, honesty and strength of character. A fraternal organization committed to charity, strengthening
fellowship and brotherly love, dedicated to delighting, involving and educating members, their families and the
community, where the Chapter is a vibrant, respected and contributing part of their life.

The organization must be well-led, committed to excellence among Freemasons, maintaining quality
programs and use of time; and forge alliances designed to help the community and develop the character of
Royal Arch Masons.

A Michigan Royal Arch Mason can expect to find, in his fraternity, the opportunity to learn and be inspire;
lead and be respected; be challenged; be entertained; cooperate with all Freemasons wherever disperse; and be
proud to be a member of an organization committed to making a difference.




From: Executive Director
of District Deputy Instructors.
To All Chapter Secretaries:

It is a requirement of the Grand Chapter of Michigan
that you submit your Masters’ Pin Report to the Director of
District Deputy Instructor’s.

If you have not sent in your Report yet and your
Chapter was given credit for doing so, on the Inspection
Report Form, then | must remove 5 points from your total
score.

When | receive the report form from your Chapter you
will then have the five points added back onto your
Inspection Report Form.

Frederick T. Schneider, Grand Sentinel

Ex. Director of District Deputy Instructors

Bad News Runs Together

The Grand Chapter, its Family Line and the subordinate
Chapters have suffered through many difficult times this
year, especially this last month and a half.

On February 25" Howard Little, Grand Scribe, passed
away after a short illness.

On Saturday, March 31* Robert “Bob” Cooper, Grand
Master of the 3™ Veil, lost his mother after a lengthy
illness at the Masonic Pathways.

On Sunday, April 1 Sue Dossette, wife of David, Grand
Master of the 1% Veil lost her mother after a lengthy
illness, in Phoenix, Arizona.

On March 31, E.C. Ernie Gartz, PHP and Secretary of
Wayne Chapter 182 passed away.

On March 4" E.C. Dale Edwards, PMWGM of the
Grand Lodge and Secretary of Northville Chapter # 55
passed away.

Kathy Williams, Paul’s (Grand Scribe) wife has been in
the hospital for treatment, but is not our again and we hope
for a complete and speedy recovery.

We are also saddened to hear that Russ Loomis of
Traverse City is back in the Hospital. He has been fighting
his illness for some time. Pneumonia at this time. Russ
has always been a stalwart for Royal Arch and York Rite
Masonry in the Traverse City Community.

Jim Slosser, PHP, Secretary of losco Chapter No. 83 is
also reported to be in the hospital. He has been fighting
for some time with his illnesses.

We understand that Ernie Folkmire, PHP and faithful
Companion of Shores Chapter No. 69 is in bad health but
continuing the fight, as he has always done with strength
and resolve.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the families of each
of these Companions and their families in their time of
sickness, sadness and grief.

Send any cards to their home address.

MASONS SPONSOR PROGRAM

Most of us, when we get in the car, put on the seatbelt.
Most of us, when we leave home for the day, make sure
the stove is off. Most of us, when we cross the street, look
both ways. The daily acts of caution and safety become
second nature. We do it and teach our children to do it.
However, some situations are just so hard to consider, we
may ignore what we could do to be proactive and prepared
should it happen.

A missing child is any parent’s worst nightmare.
According to information from a White House Conference
on missing and exploited children, each year in America
tens of thousand of children are abducted by nonfamily
members, often in connection with a crime. Statistics
show that the faster authorities are alerted and the more
identifying details that are provide, the better the chances
of a child being returned.

In the midst of horror and fear, parents are asked to
provide police with extensive information that is generally
not at their fingertips. Being prepared with the important
forensic details of children is not something people
typically think of.

The Masonic Fraternity is attempting to equip families
with the tools needed in the event of a missing child. The
Michigan Masons Child Identification Project (MI-CHIP)
is a program that is brought to local schools. With parental
permission, volunteers collect dental impressions, DNA
samples, height and weight measurements, pictures,
fingerprints, and voice recordings from children.

The information is entered into a computer and burned
onto a disk. The disk is put in a resealable bag, along with
the DNA information and dental samples, and given to the
parents. All information, gathered by school employees is
erased from the computer. The program is provided to
Michigan citizens at no cost.

According to Stockbridge Police Chief Michael King
the information provided in the packets developed by the
Masons and given to parents is extremely useful for police.

Members from several area Mason Lodges visited Smith
Elementary Wednesday, March 7. The effort, spearheaded
by Jim Miller, Master of Stockbridge Lodge, obtained
identification information from 30 preschoolers.

“We wanted to keep the numbers low the first time so
we could get a handle on how many students could be run
through the process in one day,” explained Miller.

“We hope this information will never be needed, but in
the event that it is need, it will give law enforcement one
more tool,” he concluded.

Miller said if there is enough local support for the
program, the Masons will continue to the other grades.

Compiled by Ruth Wellman and Wendy Wood

Stockbridge, “The Town Crier”

For many years we have heard and said that we cannot
get anything published in the local papers. If it is news
about Masons helping the Community they will publish it.
What plans have you to help your Community?
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Capitular Masonry working for all of Masonry.
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Masonic Growth in Michigan through Capitular Education

submission by the committee.

If you have corrections that need to be made to the Red Book it
Send corrections to: Wayne E. Turton, weturton@talkamerica.net,

Amendments to the Grand Chapter

Do you have an Amendment to the Grand Chapter Law Book?
If you wish them to be presented for consideration at the Grand Convocation this year they must be

submitted prior to May 15", 2007.

IS being reviewed prior to

Gordon Ruthruff, ruthruffg@bellsouth.net or Paul Johnston, paulcjO01@comcast.net




