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New Look 

Your Michigan Triple Tau may have a new look to 
you now.  Grand High Priest Harry Walbridge has 
directed that the editing and publishing be done by Paul 
Howell so here I am attempting to put together a 
publication that you will both enjoy and that will be 
educational to you and the Companions around the State 
and have out (except for the months of December and 
June), in a timely manner for your Convocations. 

I cannot do this without your help and assistance!  
The publication will be primarily Capitular related in its 
materials, other articles that are deemed relevant, 
enjoyable and educational will be included.   

You have ideas of interest to yourself!  You have 
plans and programs which are working in your area in 
membership retention and in the gain and retention of 
new members!  You have ideas in the bringing of past 
Companions back into the fold! 

You say that you cannot express your ideas in 
writing well.  Don’t worry!  I will rewrite for you, and 
make every effort not to change the intent of your article 
(whether I agree with you or not!) 

As you go through this issue and future issues of the 
Triple Tau and come up with ideas for improving its 
appearance and quality please make sure that you 
contact me so that I can attempt to incorporate as many 
as possible. 

Remember that this publication is being sent to as 
many Companions as possible via the internet .  It is our 
hope that you will forward this on to any Companion or 
Mason that you know that has access and that you might 
find it of interest.  The more that receive it the easier it is 
to spread the word.  You can also print it off and pass it 
out at the meetings of your Chapter and Lodges in your 
area.  

Submit your ideas to Paul Howell at:  17635 
Manitou Beach Road, Addison, MI 49220 or by email 
to:  meghpmi97@comcast.net by the 15th of the month to 
be considered for publication in the next issue.  Please 
indicate that it is for Triple Tau consideration. 

 
Keep a smile on your face 

 and a chuckle in your voice. 

York Rite Masonry in Brazil 
By:  William B. Fairchild 

Grand Captain of the Host 

On November 1, 2006 Ann and I left Miami, Fla for Rio 
DeJaneiro Brazil for their Grand York Rite Session.  Being 
the Representative from Michigan to Brazil, I received an 
invitation to attend their Session.  The Grand 
Correspondence Secretary Rui de Silva met us at the 
airport.  We were taken to a hotel, that was not the original 
hotel, because some Muslim group found out dignitaries 
were coming from the US and were displeased on us being 
there.  They did not want this group to know that our hotel 
was changed.  We had military and civilian guards with us 
at all times. 
The Session was opened on the 2nd of November and 

lasted until the 4th.  This was only the second Grand 
Chapter Session.  They received their Charter three years 
ago.  The York Rite bodies meet tri-annually.  The session 
was held in the oldest Blue Lodge in Brazil  This Lodge 
dates back to 1805.  Masonry grew very much like ours did 
under George Washington.  All of the first members of the 
Brazilian Lodge were highly regarded leaders of the 
Country.  This still holds true to this day.  A large part of 
the Brazilian Parliament are members of the fraternity.  
One, of many things that impressed me was that there was 
standing room only in the Grand Chapter Room and 
balcony.  There were 7 foreign York Rite Dignitaries in 
attendance.  We were introduced and sat in the East with 
the Presiding Officer.  
It is unbelievable how the Grand Chapter has grown in 

Brazil.  In 2003 there were only 3 Chapter which has grown 
to 33 in 2006 with 3 new Chapters given their charters at 
this session.  One of the new Chapters was named after the 
General Grand King of the General Grand Chapter, Ed 
Harrison.  This was a big surprise to all.  The Chapter 
business was concluded on the first day. 
The DeMolay are very active in Brazil.  They were the 

ushers and honor guards for the ladies in attendance. 
On the 2nd day, the Grand Council was given their 

Charter from Bud Hines, the General Grand Master of the 
Grand Council International. 
That evening we were received in a Special Session of 

the Parliament held in the House               Continued page 4 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 Companions, you know as well as I, that one important way to get regular attendance by Companions 
at meetings is to COMMUNICATE.  Information stimulates interest.  They need information about Chapter activities, 
upcoming events, status and welfare of members, etc.  Information stimulates interest. Without information, the 
opposite is true.  The next step can be withdrawal or dropping for non-payment of dues. 

Certainly many forms of communication can be used.  When the Secretary sends out dues notices, he can request an 
e-mail address, if one exists.  Short e-mail, “snail” mail the written word on paper is an effective tool. 

Let’s look at some content for letters to members; inform (or remind) members of activities in the future, 
particularly if it’s an event for nicer weather, like a golf tournament.  Do let everyone know who has moved from the 
area, or back in.  Letters to those who have moved recently tend to make them continue to feel a part of the chapter.  
Name those who are ill or homebound.  Encourage a personal visit.  Can you think of a more thoughtful way to 
communicate than meeting face to face? 

Inform the Editor of the Triple Tau of your activities.  Men in other Chapters are interested and may well like to pay 
you a visit.  Certainly let those in other Chapters know of your need for assistance in presenting degrees. 

It’s time, Companions to revitalize our Chapters.  Be creative.  Discuss how you might use the time saved from not 
reading minutes.  Encourage your High Priest and Education Chairman to seek out and present material for you.   
COMMUNICATE.  COMMUNICATE.  COMMUNICATE. 

 

Harry A. Walbridge, Grand High Priest 
P.O. Box 652 

Roscommon, MI 48653 
989.275.8138 

walbridh@m33access.com 
 

 

GRAND SCRIBES’ CORNER                                                                                                Paul D. Williams 
Companions: 
Have you sent in your nomination for the Meritorious Service Award yet?  Time is getting short as April 1st is the 

deadline for submitting the nominations, that leaves only one month to get it in.  Remember, although your nomination 
for this award might not have been chosen last year or in previous years, he might be chosen this year, so send it in 
again.  Oftentimes it is the manner of the write up that has caused the excellent Companion to not be the chosen one.  
Be very detailed in your write up!  This is one very good way of promoting the Royal Arch Masons.  The dinner your 
selected nominee receives will bring in visitors, friends and relatives who might become interested in becoming a 
member of the Lodge and Chapter, increasing our fellowship as well as membership. 

Please visit your Lodges and take an active part in their meetings.  Remember, this is where we get our members for 
the Royal Arch.  Find out in your Lodges who are not a member of the Royal Arch and do not be afraid to invite them to 
become one.  Find out who is and encourage them to again begin attending and taking an active role in the deliberations 
of the Chapter.  I have spoken to Lodge Masons who are not aware of the Royal Arch and are eager to learn more.  
Some say, not right now, bit if asked 2 or 3 months later, are eager to join.  Not only do they receive the “long lost 
word”, they meet new Brothers and Companions from other Lodges and Chapters and make new friends.  Do not forget 
that newly made Master Mason either, as they are often eager to continue their education in Masonry and want to even 
further it by joining the York Rite Chapter, Council and Commandery. 

If you want more information, call your DDI or a Grand Officer. 

Howard Little, Grand King, has an excellent program available, on Membership, for your asking. 

FreemasonsFreemasonsFreemasonsFreemasons for Dummies 

This book as “Your key to the history, beliefs, and 
rituals of Freemasonry.  It was written by Christopher 
Hodapp, Past Master, York Rite Mason and 32 degree 
Scottish Rite Mason.  It is an excellent book for the 
uninformed as well as for those who think they know 
and understand the Masonic Fraternity.  It is very well 
written in language that is easy to understand.  
Excerpts from this book will be excerpted on 
occasions for your benefit, as well as from other 
Masonic Publications. 

Richard Byrd (1888-1957) Rear Admiral. 
Polar explorer and pioneer aviator.  Flew over 

the North Pole in 1926 with Floyd Bennett.  Spent 
five months alone near the South Pole discovering 
new mountain ranges and islands.  Member of 
Federal Lodge No. 1, Wash., D.C., 1921.  he and his 
pilot, Bernt Balchen, dropped Masonic flags on the 
two Poles.  In the Antarctic expedition of 1933-35, 
sixty of the eighty-two members were Freemasons 
and on Feb. 5, 1935, they established First Antarctic 
Lodge No. 777 of New Zealand constitution. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Secretary’s Scribbles: 
Believe it or not it is getting close to that time of the year again when we will have to put together the Annual 

Returns for your Chapter.  It seems to me like we just finished doing that.  Oh well!  We will have the paperwork out to 
you in the very near future. 

Beth is in the process of double checking the information that you have been sending in of updates and rechecking 
the Annual Returns to hopefully make sure that the dues cards when printed are as accurate as they can be.  She wishes 
to thank all of you again for sending in those Monthly Activity Reports.  They sure do make her job a lot easier. 

I will be attempting to get the Annual Returns Forms placed on the Web Site so that you can down load them and 
fill them out in that manner this year.  It is our hope that by doing so it will make it easier for you.  We all would like as 
much as possible to be done so that all of our jobs can be easier.  You may e-mail to me your Return.  I will print it off 
at this end and send you a notification that I did receive it.  This will save you money and a trip to the Post Office.  
Check, however, will still have to be sent via snail mail. 

As you can see I have had an additional task placed on me with the editing and publishing of the Triple Tau.  Hope 
you enjoy it and that you will continue to present those articles you enjoy at your Stated Convocations.  Those of 
educational worth can be used by your Educational Chairman as their Educational Report.  It is YOUR Triple Tau!  
Submit Articles to me!  I can only print that which I have. 

Paul C. Howell, PGHP, Grand Secretary 
17635 Manitou Beach Road 
Addison, MI 49220-9773 

517.547.8266 
meghpmi97@comcast.net  

 

GRAND CHAPTER WEB SITE 
How many companions have checked out the Grand 

Chapter’s WEB Site?  Can it be that many have not!  I’d 
like to take this opportunity to invite each companion to 
visit the site, and become a regular visitor.  It’s a great 
place to get the happening of the Grand Chapter.  Point 
you internet browser to www.ram-mi.org. 

In today’s hectic environment, the ability to quickly 
check out what’s going on can be very helpful.  As you 
enter the site you will find the Home Page with the Grand 
High Priest’s welcome. 

On the left you will find, buttons to quickly access 
what you’re interested in.  Such as: 

Grand Officers:  Here you may review the current 
Grand Officers, and send them E-Mail, regarding any 
particular subject.  This is a great way to let the Grand 
Officers know your needs, or ask any questions regarding 
the operation of the Grand Chapter. 

Calendar:  On the calendar page you’ll see the current 
schedule of events that have been given to the WEB 
Master.  If you don’t see your event, please E-Mail it to me 
with any related information, and I’ll post it within a few 
days.  From the calendar entries, you may notice that some 
are underlined, by clicking on the underlined text you will 
be able to send an E-Mail to the event contact, to sign up 
or get additional information.  You will also, find links to 
the Grand Lodge and York Rite calendars. 

Triple Tau:  At this page you may access the Grand 
Chapter Triple Tau Newsletter.  The current month’s 
publication is presented center page, and over on the right, 
you may go to previous issues.  Thanks to the Grand 
Secretary, the publisher, and all those who make this 
pulicati 

publication possible. 
Local Chapters:  This click will take you to a listing 

of the Local RAM Chapters in Michigan.  Please review 
this and let me know if there are any changes or 
corrections.  Your local information and contact is very 
important, because if a brother reviewing the site, is in 
your area, he may want to contact your chapter.  This can 
also, be very useful for you secretaries, why not have 
your chapter members use the E-Mail here, to contact 
you? 

Philanthropies:  This explains the various 
philanthropies supported by the Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons in Michigan. 

Information:  Here Royal Arch Masonry is presented 
and reviewed regarding who we are and what we’re all 
about.  You may want to review this for yourself, as well 
as direct any brother or friend here for further 
information. 

Mail:   This will present you with a page that allows 
you to obtain the E-Mails and to contact any of the Grand 
Officers, Past Grand High Priests, Committees and 
District Deputy Instructor’s.  Do you know your DDI?  
What committees the Grand Chapter has and who the 
current companions are that serve on them? 

Please take advantage of this service provided by 
your Grand Chapter.  Let us know how it can be 
improved to better serve you.  This is the most effective 
and economical method of communication today.   

Remember it is located at:  www.ram-mi.org 
Thank You, 
Robert Cooper, GM3V 

Grand Chapter WEB Master 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

YOUTH COMMITTEE 
Of Grand Chapter RAM 

The Youth Committee of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons has been hard at work for the past four plus years raising 
money for SCHOLORSHIPS for our three youth groups.  We 
have been spending or MEMORIAL DAY and 4th of JULY 
Weekends at a rest area located on westbound I-96 just west of 
Williamston.  This is a part of the Operation C.A.R.E. program 
that is run by the Michigan State Police. 

We give out FREE COFFEE, BOTTLED WATER, PUNCH, 
COOKIES and even POPCORN to the motorists during their 
travels.  The goodies are supplied through donations or purchased 
at NO cost to Grand Chapter.  There is a Jar setting out asking for 
a contribution to our youth scholarship program and there is a 
large sign up indicating that we are ROYAL ARCH MASONS.  
So far we have been able to give out six scholarships totaling 
$4,500 and we already have the money available for three $500 
scholarships this year. 

The committee that has been doing all of this hard work is 
currently is currently made up of PGHP Robert Smith, 
smithb4@aol.com; PGHP Duane and Vicki Warner, 
MEGHP94@aol.com; Bill and Elly Wilder, 
wilder@netonecom.net; John & Ellie Garrison, 
unclejohnthem@aol.com; and PGHP Stan & Judy Luykx, 
Sluykx2689@aol.com.  We are also LOOKING FOR SOME 
ADDITIONAL HELP FOR THIS PROJECT from any of the 
companions and their ladies.  We would invite you to consider 
joining our forces for any part of either of these 2 holiday periods.  
It takes at least 4 people at all times from early morning through 
late evening.  Come and help support our youth with a gift of a  

few hours of your time. 

Brazil – Continued page 1 
of Parliament Building. The members of 
Parliament vacated their seats for the visiting 
dignitaries present.  It was a feeling of 
Companionship that cannot be explained. 
M.E. Larry Gray, Grand High Priest of the 
General Grand Chapter RAM International 
was there representing the General Grand 
Chapter, International.  After the session there 
was a reception held for all of the visiting 
dignitaries held in the main rotunda.  The 
fellowship was tremendous.  Every day there 
was a tour of some kind for all of the ladies 
and men.  The ladies were treated like queens.   

On Saturday the Ladies were invited to the 
Installation of both Grand Bodies, then we 
were taken to a restaurant for the Grand 
Banquet. 

We all came back to the US with a 
wonderful feeling for the Companions from 
Brazil.  What ever they are doing there, it is 
obvious that it is working.  They will be a 
great asset to York Rite Masonry 
Internationally. 

We left on Sunday, to come back home to 
the US.  Ann and I will keep this visitation 

close to our hearts for the rest of our lives. 

R.A.M. FOUNDATION 
 Just what is the R.A.M. Foundation some may ask?  That question is easily answered.  It is an Investment in the 
future of our Grand Chapter, R.A.M. of Michigan. 
 Thanks to the generosity of you Companions, our investments have grown to approximately $218,000.00.  But we 
still need your cooperation in making it grow further. We are less then 25% of our intended goal.  Remember our goal is 
$1,000,000.00 (One Million).  It is possible, if we all work together! 
 As our membership continues to decline the money we collect in Per Capita is getting smaller each year.  Grand 
Chapter has reduced their budget considerably in the last couple of years to reflect that loss in Per Capita. Our future is at 
stake. 
 The easiest solution to this problem is membership.  The more members we have means more Per Capita 
collected.  The challenge there is for each of us to continue to expound the benefits of joining the Royal Arch.  Our 
problems would all be solved if each of us brought in one new Companion into our Royal Craft. 
 The much harder solution is coming to you Companions, each year, asking for more money for the Foundation.  
We have tried various methods in the past, such as raffles and bookmark sales.  We are always looking for new ideas from 
the Companions in helping to raise funds to make our Grand Chapter Foundation grow. 

 Instead of coming up with another gimmick for the Companions to try and sell, we are asking for 
donations plain and simple.  If each of the 62 Chapters were to donate $25.00 we could make $1,550.00 
immediately.  Of course we could raise more if the larger Chapters donated larger sums of money.  Also 
individuals could take it upon themselves to make further donations. 
 What it comes down to is how much does your Royal Arch Membership mean to you?  If you believe as I do, that 
its worth much more than I can ever pay, invest in our future and give what you can afford.  When making donations 
please make checks payable to the R.A.M. Foundation and mail to Anthony Chamberlin at 76 Michigan Avenue, 
Marysville, MI 48040.  The future of the Grand Chapter depends on each of us. 
       Michael Whiting, Grand Master 2nd Veil 

     R.A.M. Foundation President 
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March 2007
Capitular Masonry working for all of Masonry.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Kent-Newaygo
#38, Past &
Most Excellent
Master Degrees

9:00 AM Kalama-
zoo Chapter/
Council All
Degree Day

7:00 PM Mt. Pleas-
ant #111 - Mark
Master Mason
Degree

East Central Asso-
ciation - Ft.
Wayne, Indiana

East Central Asso-
ciation - Ft.
Wayne, Indiana

East Central Asso-
ciation - Ft.
Wayne, Indiana

7:00 PM Washte-
naw #6 - Ann
Arbor, Royal
Arch Degree -
Dinner 6:15

9:00 AM Battle
Creek - All Order
Day

2:00 PM Wayne
Chapter Royal
Arch Degree
and Reception
honoring David
Dossette, GM1V

7:00 PM Mt. Pleas-
ant # 111 - Past
Master w/
Allegory

4:00 PM Oakland
#5 - Joint Recep-
tion honoring
Louie Cole,
Bronze Metal
Award & Micha-
el Whiting,
GM2V

February
S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

April
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

Capaitular Masonry Working for the Betterment of Masonry.

Your Grand Chapter has suffered a major loss! 
 

Howard J. Little 
 

Grand King, Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Michigan 
Born:  August 11, 1927  -  in Kitchner, Ontario 

Died:  February 25, 2007  -  Coldwater, Michigan 
  


