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Templum Hierosolma or “Temple of Jerusalem”.  The letter 
H may represent the Hebrew word for “God and the T stand 
for Jesus on the cross, uniting the Father and the Son.  To 
go one step further than the Father and Son analogy, is the 
concept of the Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit.  Another representation along this line 
is Holiness supporting Trinity. 

A few more Latin phrases the Triple Tau may stand for 
are Calvis as Thesaurum or “Key to the Treasure”, Theca 
ubi respretiosa, “The place where the precious thing is 
concealed”, and Res ipsa pretiosa, “The precious thing 
itself.” 

When enclosed in a circle, the Triple Tau is 
circumscribed and with due bounds.  When encased in a 
triangle, it may be said to be supported on all three sides by 
the ancient Grand Masters, or by the Grand Omnific or 
Royal Arch word. 

General Albert Pike, in “Morals & Dogma”, wrote :The 
Triple Tau, in the center of a circle and a triangle, typifies 
the Sacred name; and represents the Sacred Triad, the 
Creating, Preserving, and Destroying Powers; as well as the 
three Great Lights of Masonry.  If to the Masonic point 
within the circle, and the two parallel lines, we add the 
single Tau Cross, we have the Ancient Egyptian Triple 
Tau.” 

Pike further noted “As the single Tau represents the one 
God, so no doubt, the Triple Tau, the origin of which 
cannot be traced, was meant to represent the Trinity of His 
attributes, the three Masonic pillars, Wisdom, Strength, and 
Harmony (Beauty).” 

In “The Royal Masonic Cyclopedia”, Kenneth 
McKenzie wrote of the Triple Tau “It was a symbol of 
salvation and consecration, and as such it has been adopted 
as a Masonic symbol in the royal Arch and some other high 
degrees of Masonry.” 

To PGHP Rev. Jan Beaderstadt, the Triple Tau 
represents the three times God redeemed the world.  The 
first time was with Noah and the flood, the second with 
Moses and the Ten Commandments, and the third with 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.  In the conferral of the Royal 
Arch Degree the passes given    Continued page 6 column 1 

 

 
Did you ever wonder, just what is a  Triple Tau, where 

did it come from, what does it mean, and what is its 
significance to us as Royal Arch Masons?  That is, besides 
its being the name of this monthly newsletter. 

Tau is the 19th letter of the Greek alphabet and is our 
English letter T.  Historically, the Tau is related to the 
Egyptian hieroglyph for life and immortality, the Ankh, 
and the Tau also became a symbol of life and resurrection.  
In ancient Hebrew it was written as an x or =.  According 
to scholars of Talmud, when Moses anointed Aaron, he 
marked his forehead with a Tau.  In earlier versions of the 
Bible the “Tau” was named as the mark placed upon men 
who lamented sin in Ezekiel (9:4). 

The Triple Tau is represented by two letter Ts lying 
horizontally with their bases touching and a third T 
standing upright at the point of union of the two horizontal 
ones. 

The Triple Tau is also called St. Anthony’s  Cross.  It 
is named aster St. Anthony because he was crucified on 
this form of cross.  In addition, because this was the cross 
of choice of the Romans around the first century AD, Jesus 
was probably crucified on this type of cross as well.  It is 
sometimes also known as the Anticipatory Cross because it 
predates the Latin or Passion Cross.  The Latin Cross, 
which resembles a lower case “t” and is now recognized as 
the symbol of the Christian religion by most western 
Christian churches, was not identified as a Christian icon 
until the time of the Emperor Constantine in the 4th 
century. 

There probably are almost as any ideas as to the 
meaning of the Triple Tau as there are Royal Arch 
Masons.  

In addition to the union of three Ts, the Triple Tau 
may  also  be  seen  as  a  T  resting  on  an  H, standing for  
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My Companions:  

Remember, “Quality Yields Quantity.” 
       It looks like my term as Grand High Priest will be coming to an end soon.  It has been 
a privilege, and honor to serve you in that capacity, and I hope to continue to serve you in 
some other capacity in the future.   
      As many of you know, I was not feeling well the first week of June.  My heart went 

into arrhythmia on the 1st.  My son-in-law, a Paramedic checked me out and told me to 
contact my Dr., which I did.  I had an EKG, 24 hour Holter monitor, and a treadmill 
stress test.  The tests indicated it was probably an isolated episode, precipitated by stress 

and exhaustion.  The Dr. told me to cut back on my activities-which I did.  I am feeling 
better now, and thank-you for all the e-mails, cards, and Get Well wishes I received.  My 
wife Kathy, who is a nurse, was such a great support to me.  
      I wish to thank Bill Fairchild, Grand King, and his wife Ann who said they would 

represent us in Wisconsin, for their Grand Convocation.  Bill, as well as the other Grand 
Officers and Past Grand Officers have given us great support.  Thank-you one and all. 
      I decided to rescind the Ruling that I made in the May 2008 Triple Tau.  It stated that, 

"It is my ruling that every attempt should be made to kneel on opening a Chapter", as 
stated by the ritual.  If some Companions cannot kneel, and would like to participate in 

this part of the opening, then it is up to the discretion of the High Priest, King, or Scribe 
(in the absence of the prior officer(s), to allow the Companions to stand by symbolically 

kneeling."  The ruling is redundant, in that a similar ruling was made on September 13, 
2003 by then Grand High Priest Jan Beaderstadt (his ruling will stand until September 
13, 2010) according to Sec. 12, c2 of the Red Book of Michigan Capitular Law.  

     Due to my recent health issues, I will not make commitments for Julys' visitation.  I 
had planned on visitations to Cadillac #103, Zion #171, and Manistee #65, but I make no 

promise as to whether I'll go or not.  I do plan on going to Grand Rapids, on the 10th for 
Job's Daughters Formal Banquet.  Kathy and I are planning on going to Paul and Beth's 
Pig Roast in Addison, MI, on the 19th. 

     In conclusion, I hope you all are having a wonderful, and safe summer.  I wish you all 
the best, and look forward to seeing you at our Grand Convocation, if not before.  God 
Bless you all. 

 

Paul D. Williams, Grand High Priest 
2811 18th Ave.,  Port Huron, MI 48060 

810.985.6925 
paulwkathyw@att.net 

 
“Quality Yields Quantity”  

GREETINGS FROM THE EAST 
 

NO NO NO NO ESCANABAESCANABAESCANABAESCANABA    GOLF OUTINGGOLF OUTINGGOLF OUTINGGOLF OUTING!!!!!!!!    
The possible proposed Golf Outing for Friday, 

September 19th, 2008 will not occur! 
Grand Chapter does not wish to conflict or interfere 

with the Grand Commandery Upper Peninsular Tour and 
Inspections, which will be ongoing at the same time. 

Sorry for the inconvience. 

Ads in your Triple Tau. 
The Triple Tau will begin accepting and publishing Ads for 
your business in its 10 month per year publication, to help 

offset the cost.  The ads should be directed at Masonic 
readership, in Michigan and also  out-state jurisdictions.  
Cost will be only $100 per year for a business card size 

advertisement, 2 X 3 ½”. 
Contact Paul Howell. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Dear Companions: 
Fraternally, 

I hope that al of you companions, and your families had the very best of Memorial Days.  This is a 
special time of the year to celebrate the Veterans who have paid the ultimate price of defending our great 
nation from others who have no respect for the United States.  A great many veterans, who have served in 
the U.S. Armed Forces are members of the Masonic Fraternity, this was also their day.  The highest 
decorated Veteran in the Armed Forces, Audie Murphy, congressional Medal of Honor recipient, was a  
member of our Fraternity.  We, must also remember or Relatives and friends who have gone before us. 

Also, on the fourth of July, we celebrated our Nations Birthday.  Again, during the Revolutionary 
War, many of the dedicated Revolutionists were members of our great Fraternity.  This shows what our 
wonderful Fraternity is all about. 

Enclosed are some dates to remember:   
Saturday, August  
Saturday, July 19th, Paul and Beth Howell are having their Annual Pig Roast, but this year it is 

special because this will be their Wedding Reception.  This should be a great time. 
Jim and Jody Sprague are having their picnic on Saturday, July 26th. 
On Sunday, August 3, there will be a Golf outing at Gladwin.  This is a great event for the York 

Bodies.  All three York Bodies are involved.  Let us support this event as the profits go to charity. 
On August 5th, at the Radisson Hotel in Kalamazoo, there will be a Grand Officers, Past Grand 

Officers Meeting from 1 – 3 pm.  After that there will be a Foundation Meeting from 4 – 5.  Grand York Rite 
Session will open at 8:30 am on August 6th. 

This year has really gone by fast.  At this time I want to express my sincere appreciation to all of the 
Companions who have accepted their appointments on different Committees for the upcoming year.   

Companions, next year should be a great year.  Some new plans are in the making.  I hope all of the 
Companions will like what is going to happen.   

Also, I want to congratulate ME Paul Williams and his lovely Lady Kathy for all of their hard work 
this year.  Job well done. 

Thank you, again for all of the assistance all of you Companions and Ladies have given Ann and 
myself this past year. 

May God Bless all of you Companions, and your loved ones. 
Fraternally, 

Bill & Ann 

KING’S KORNER: 
William B. Fairchild,  627 S. 15

th
 St., Escanaba 49829 

(906) 786.8526    wfpopeye@uplogon.com 

2009 Grand Chapter  
Educational Seminar 

 

R.E. Comp. R. Michael Colpus has set the plans for the 2008/9 Educational SeminarRetreat of your 
Grand Chapter.   

All Companions of the Grand Chapter are welcome to attend and contribute.  Mike is making 
specific plans for the activities of the session. 

The meetings will be held at the Oakland Chapter on Wilmot Street in Auburn Hills. 
Rooms have been set aside at the Candlewood Suites, 1650 N. Opdyke (within walking distance of 

the Temple.  The cost per room is only $74.99 per night, plus.  Phone number:  248.373.3342.  Call ASAP to 
reserve you room. 

The dates, October 17th & 18th. 
 



  

  Grand York Rite Golf Outing 
 August 3 Gladwin Golf & Country Club Gladwin 
 
Please contact the Secretary/Recorder of the various bodies for more specific information regarding the event that you 
have in mind of attending or bringing a candidate to receive the Degrees and Orders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                         

GGrraanndd  YYoorrkk  RRiittee  SSeessssiioonnss  ooff  MMiicchhiiggaann  
Officer’s Meetings and Foundation Meetings, August 5th 

Grand Chapter, Wednesday, August 6th. 
Tailgate Party, August 6th  (Wear your favorite team jersey) 

Grand Council, Thursday, August 7th. 
 

JJJoooiiinnnttt   GGGrrraaannnddd   YYYooorrrkkk   RRRiiittteee   BBBaaannnqqquuueeettt,,,   TTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy,,,   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   777 ttthhh   

777   pppmmm      ---   GGGrrraaannnddd   OOOffffffiiiccceeerrrsss   –––   TTTuuuxxxeeedddooosss///WWWhhhiiittteee   dddiiinnnnnneeerrr   jjjaaaccckkkeeetttsss   wwwiii ttthhh   CCCooollllllaaarrrsss,,,       LLLaaadddiiieeesss   EEEvvveeennniiinnnggg   AAAttt tttiiirrreee   

GGGeeennneeerrraaalll   MMMeeemmmbbbeeerrrssshhhiiippp   –––   BBBuuusssiiinnneeessssss   SSSuuuiiitttyyysss...       LLLaaadddiiieeesss   –––   SSSuuunnndddaaayyy   BBBeeesssttt... 
 

Grand Commandery, Friday & Saturday, August 8th & 9th. 
Commandery Round Table Dinner, August 8th, 7:30 pm 

Commandery Drills & Competiton, August 9th, 1pm 
 

Radisson Plaza Hotel 
100 West Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 

Reservations:  888 201-1718  Email:  rhi_kala@radisson.com 
Must make reservations by July 11th to get our rates!!!! 

(make sure that you tell them you are with the Grand York Rite) 
 

Committee Chairmen: 
 

Dwight Humm, 3306 Lancaster, Midland 48642; 989.631.1357, dnhumm@aol.com 
Brian K. Himes, 24584 Laetham Ave., Eastpointe 48021; 586.772.5582, bhimes617@aol.com 

Dinner reservations forms sent to Brian K. Himes at above address 

 

Royal Arch Tri-State (Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin) 
August 23  Wausau Masonic Temple  Wausau, Wisconsin 

 
Council All Degree Day 

September 13     Livingston Masonic Temple  Howell, MI 
 

Grand Masters’ Reception (Anthony Chamberlin) 
September 14   Alexander’s   Marysville, MI 

 
KT Bark River Tour 

September 19 & 20  Marquette & Escanaba  UP, Michigan 
 

Grand High Priest Reception (William B. Fairchild) 
September 20   Danforth Place  Escanaba, MI 

 
Chapter All Degree Day 

September 27  Grand Rapids Masonic Temple Grand Rapids, MI 



Secretary’s Scribbles: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

                                       Secretary’s Scribbles: 
My Companion Secretaries: 

July is here already.  Isn’t it hard to believe that the Capitular Year is almost over.  One month and a couple of days.  
This year seems to have gone faster than those before.  Must be as they say, time just goes faster as you get older.  Some 
days I even feel like I must be getting older, most days not. 

Looking forward to seeing each of you in Kalamazoo. 
Most of you have worked well and deligently for your Chapter and your Companions, and for those in the future by 

getting your Certificate of Elections, Directory update and Annual Return into the Office in a timely and accurate 
manner.  Gr. Treasurer Brent has been in the process of getting the required IRS Reporting for your Chapter taking care 
of.   

The work in Dowagiac, on June 14th, was great.  Everyone present did a fantastic job.  We received 25 candidates 
by Exaltation after walking the River Jordan.  An experience which they will never forget.  Mark your calendar for next 
year on the 2nd Saturday of June to witness this beautiful event.  You can never see the degree work in an Outdoor 
setting, like this, too often. 

5 additional Companions were Exalted in Ann Arbor on the 16th.  They came from Ann Arbor, Tecumseh (2), 
Jackson and Alma.  Another very fine performance.  It was good to see so many Companions from all over working 
together for the benefit of all.  Understand each of those Chapters have additional prospects for degree work in the mill.  
What a great word this is, and also the words of so many Chapters around that they are working on their own 
candidates. 

Beth and I want to wish each of you and yours the very best, happiest and healthiest of celebrations on this of our 
countries birth, 232 years ago.   

Good luck to each of you, stay well!  Keep a smile on your face and a chuckle in your voice. 

Paul C. Howell, PGHP, Grand Secretary 
17635 Manitou Beach Road 

Addison, MI 49220-9773 
517.262.5140 

meghpmi97@comcast.net  
 

 

Annual Reports Due 
There are still, unbelievably several Chapters 

out there that have not yet turned in their Annual 
Returns completed.  I understand some of these 
problems, however, I must remind you that, as 
indicated before, you may be required to submit 
your own report to the IRS and your successors in 
office report them in the future.  We also cannot 
register you or your Companions to vote at the 
Session.   

They are:  St. Joseph Valley No.2, Washington 
No. 15, River Raisin No. 22, Union No. 55, Colon 
No. 81, Horace Maynard No. 82, Grand Ledge No. 
85, Mt. Pleasant No. 111, North Branch 138 and 
Colonial No. 187. 

I am required to submit my Annual Return, 
which is completed from the totals of all Chapters in 
this jurisdiction, to the General Grand Chapter, 
immediately after our session.  I can only comply 
with this request to the accuracy to which you have 
submitted it. 

 
 

Committee Reports Due 
The Committee3 reports of the Grand Chapter 

are due into the Officer of the Grand Secretary.  They 
must be submitted in order to be placed in the 
Advanced Proceedings. 

Do not hesitate!!  Complete your report and get 
it in to the office today.  Send it by email, and I will 
send you a reply that I have received it. 

Thanking you in advance for your prompt 
response, as time is running out.  

WE NEED TO LET THE COMPANIONS OF 
THE STATE KNOW WHAT YOU AND YOUR 
COMMITTEE HAVE BEEN AND ARE DOING 
FOR THE M!!! 

_______________________________ 
Do you know someone who should receive 

a copy of the Michigan Triple Tau by means of a 
PDF file sent directly to them? 

Have them send an email to 
meghpmi97@comcast.net indicating that they 
would like to receive the Triple Tau.  Please 
have them indicate their name, organization and 
email address. 

Thank you. 
 



Continued  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Triple Tau Continued page 1 
by the 1st and 2nd Masters of the Veils relate to the 
Biblical stories of the flood and the exodus.  The three 
crosses themselves refer to Jesus and the two thieves who 
were crucified with him on Calvary. 

The Triple Tau may also serve as representing the 
three parts of the Grand Omnific or Royal Arch Word.  
This, in turn, may be connected to how our practice of 
doing things in sets of three developed:  3X3, a minimum 
of three candidates, three passwords and three signs to 
pass the three veils, groups of three, etc. 

One of the simplest explanations for the Triple Tau is 
that it is a union of the T-Squares, or jewels of the three 
ancient Grand masters: Solomon, King of Israel; Hiram, 
King of Tyre; and Hiram Abiff. 

For what is probably the most sophisticated 
explanation, while doing the research for this article, I 
found a website for Chapter #1 of Tokyo Japan, which 
goes to great lengths to establish a mathematical line of 
reasoning for the Triple Tau.  The writer explains that the 
total number of degrees in all the right angles of the 
Triple Tau (90x8=720) matches the total number of 
degrees in the hexagon (6x120=720) formed by the two 
interlocking equilateral triangles of The Seal of Solomon, 
also known as The Star of David.  He then concludes that 
the Triple Tau is the geometric equivalent of the key to 
unlock the seal and so gain access to the Treasure of 
King Solomon.  This brings us back to “The Key to the 
Treasure” or “The place where the precious thing is 
concealed”.  Now we have to ask, if the Triple Tau 
unlocks the seal, what is the treasure contained behind it?  
Material wealth?, I think not.  The entry to the 
Tabernacle, the secret vault, and the Ark?, maybe.  The 
knowledge of the ages?, to some extent, perhaps.  More 
likely, it allows us access to uncover more hidden light 
through the advanced degrees of Masonry. 

The TRIPLE TAU is the general sign for Royal 
Arch Masonry.  It is a symbol for salvation and eternal 
life.  To me, it represents God in His three ways of being.  
The TRIPLE TAU stands for the beginning and the 
completion of creation by and through man, achieving 
God as the goal and final purpose.  Not to be as God, but 
to have a closeness to Him and the knowledge and 
understanding of that which He seeks for us. 

Amendments Amendments Amendments Amendments     
ByByByBy----Laws Laws Laws Laws to the Red Bookto the Red Bookto the Red Bookto the Red Book    

Nothings perfect, however, NO Amendments to 
the Red Book of Capitular Law were submitted this 
year to change the Red Book as it is currently written. 

Perhaps the Companions of the state are waiting 
patiently for the Review Committee to complete their 
work and then see what it is that is needed to make it a 
more perfect document. 

GRAND HONORS 
 As of this date, June 20, 2008 there are no 

announced candidates for the vacancy of the Grand 
Master of the 1st Veil of the Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons of Michigan. 

Surely we have many worthy Excellent 
Companions who want to devote themselves to their 
fellow Companions of the State by serving as a 
Grand Officer. 

DELTA CHAPTER NO. 118, R.A.M. 
 

Cordially invites you to attend a reception 
Honoring 

William B. FairchildWilliam B. FairchildWilliam B. FairchildWilliam B. Fairchild    
In anticipation of being elected as 

Most Excellent Grand High Priest 
Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons  

of Michigan 
 

Saturday, September 20, 2008 
4989 Danforth Road 
Escanaba, Michigan  

(906) 786-9522 
 

Social Hour:  4:00 p.m. – Snacks & refreshments 
Dinner:  5:00 p.m. 

Dress:  Black tie or Business Suit 
 

* * * Cut and Send the bottom with remittance * * * 
 

Name:________________________________ 

Spouse: ______________________________ 

Title: _____________________________________ 

Organization: _________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

 State: __________ Zip: _______________ 

Buffet Style 

No. ____  X $25.00 = _______________ 

Make Checks Payable To: 
     M.E.C. George Sealander, PGHP 
Send to:  1026 Stephenson Ave. 
     Escanaba, Michigan 49829 
 

Tickets held at door!Tickets held at door!Tickets held at door!Tickets held at door!    
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