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Companions, as I sit writing my last message to you as Grand High Priest, I look back on, what for me, has been an 

especially nice year.  Perhaps all the goals were not net, but progress has been realized in some areas. 
I am sorry to relate that we missed many activities for lack of communication.  Many media are in place to announce 

what is going on in your Chapter and to find out what events are occurring elsewhere.  A web-site is available for 
announcements, and also for the calendar.  Should you not have access to a computer, notify the Grand Secretary, in a 
timely fashion (before the 15th of the month) and he will include your events in the monthly Triple Tau. 

We look forward to seeing your Chapter representatives at the Grand Chapter Convocation in Pontiac.  There will be 
legislation of importance to the future of Capitular Masonry in Michigan.  If you do not know what it is, request, of your 
Secretary, a copy of the May issue of the Triple Tau, so you might be prepared to discuss and vote on the matters 
presented. 

 

GRAND SCRIBES’ CORNER                                                                                                Paul D. Williams 
Companions: 

How fast this past year has gone.  By the time you receive this Triple Tau, it will only be a couple of weeks, and our 
Michigan Grand Convocation will be here.  Due to the untimely death of our Grand King, Howard J. Little, it appears, if it 
so pleases the voting members of our Grand Chapter, that I will be elected Grand high Priest.  Howard Little would have 
been a great Grand High Priest, and his leadership will be missed.  He had many excellent programs to present.  
Nevertheless, life goes on and our present Grand High Priest, Harry A. Walbridge, has been a great inspiration to me, and I 
hope to fill his shoes for the betterment of the craft.  I will continue to endorse the “Membership Recruitment Program”, 
and the “Area Degree Team Concept”.  I, also, feel that the ritual work of Chapters needs to be enhanced and worked on. 

I want to thank all the committeemen for accepting their position on the committees, and all the District Deputy 
Instructors for accepting the Chapters assigned to them, and for all the hard work they do for our organization.  I would 
especially like to thank the three new DDI’s for accepting their new position:  John A. Hoyt, PHP, who accepted Battle 
Creek and Bedford Chapters; Robert Trussell, PHP, who accepted Monroe and Palestine Chapters; and Harry A. 
Walbridge, who will be PGHP, who accepted Mt. Pleasant, Saginaw Valley and Alma Chapters.  I know they will do a 
great job. 

I am looking forward to our Grand Convocation on August 15th.  My motto has been and is “Quality Yields Quantity”.  
Not only must we bring the work and ritual work of our Chapter Degrees to a higher standard for the sake of, and to 
impress, new Brother Candidates, we must also bring our personal lives up to a high standard, so that when an outsider 
sees us, he will say, “I want to belong to what he belongs to.” 

May God bless each of you. 
My lady Kathy and I are looking forward to visiting with each of you at the Grand Convocation in Pontiac on August 

15th. 



 

 



 
 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

Secretary’s Scribbles: 
Your Annual Grand Convocation is rapidly approaching.  I would ask each of you to turn to Appendix 12 and 13 in 

your Officers Workbook and reread the article which I wrote back in 1997.  “Should You Attend The Grand 
Convocation?”  Please also note that we, this year have a proposed Amendment, 1st in 4 years, and a Resolution coming 
before the Grand Chapter this year.  Both of which are highlighted in this issue of the Triple Tau. 

We also have two vacancies to be filled in the line this year.   
Those issues alone should be enough for you to get a large contingent from your Chapter out to discuss and vote on 

topics of importance to your Chapter and Companions. 
Beth and I would like to apologize for some of the delays that we have had this past few months in getting replies 

out to your requests.  Both of us have been under the weather much of the time since last December and both have had 
surgery in the past month to month and a half.  Both I assure you are recovering well and feeling much better.  It’s hell 
getting older isn’t it? 

I am impressed with you new Secretaries in the way that you have been handling the new and important job that has 
been assigned to you.  You have asked some very important questions.  Our hope is that we have given you some good 
guidance and I can assure all of you that we will continue to do all that we can to support you and hopefully make your 
job, as difficult as it is, easier for you. 

Please remember to continue to read the Red Book of Capitular Law. Do not send By-Laws Revisions, Requests for 
Permissions or Dispensations to me.  This only slows up the operation.  Send them to the Grand High Priest. 

See you in Pontiac on the 15th. 

Keep a smile on your face and a chuckle in your voice. 

Paul C. Howell, PGHP, Grand Secretary 
17635 Manitou Beach Road 
Addison, MI 49220-9773 

517.547.8266 
meghpmi97@comcast.net  

 

Proposed Resolution 
Be it resolved that the voting membership of this 2007 Grand 
Chapter Session of Royal Arch Masons meeting at Pontiac, 
Michigan, adopt the following proposal. 
 
A special assessment in the amount of $3.00 (three) dollars be 
assessed each member for a period of not more than 5 (five) 
years.  The funds raised with this assessment to be used for the 
following: 
 

1. Create a web site that potential new members may 
receive correct information regarding our mission and 
aims. 

 
2. To establish an internet communication system between 

our chapter secretaries and the Grand Chapter office.  
This would provide a more timely means of 
communication.  It would also save money that is 
currently spent on postage and telephone calls.  These 
funds could then be put toward other good works. 

 
The first year’s assessment to be made due and payable to Grand 
Chapter prior to the end of 2007, the following 4 years due and 
payable with each chapter’s annual return. 
 

Submitted by: 
James Mercer, P.H.P., Secretary 
Howard Carpenter, High Priest 
William Ford, P.H.P. 
Mackinac Chapter No. 134 

Saint Ignace, MI 49718 

VACANCIES 
As you already know the Grand Chapter core of 

officers has two (2) vacancies in their line of moving 
officers this year. 

We have only 1 announced candidate for Grand 
Honors, so far this year: Excellent Companion Louis 
C. McCray of Sunrise Chapter No. 74 of Lincoln, 
Michigan. 

Do you know of someone who is considering 
putting their name in or that you think should place 
their name in for Grand Honors.  Talk to them.  
Have them contact any of the Grand Officers or Past 
Grand Officers to learn more about what is required 
and expected of them.   

 
Grand Chaplain  

 
Carl S. Hobday, PGHP and current Grand 

Chaplain has placed on file his letter of intent to 
place his name in nomination for the Office of Grand 
Chaplain for the coming year. 

Grand Chapter Law indicates that the Office of 
Grand Chaplain can be either appointed by the 
Grand High Priest immediately after his election or 

elected by the membership. 

 

 



 

Amendment No. 1 
Proposed Amendment to Grand Chapter Law 
Shorten the Grand Chapter Moving Line from nine (9) to six (6) 
years. 
 

Sec. 6 B which now reads: 
Grand Officers shall be chosen from the members of the 
subordinate chapter, but no Companion is eligible for election until 
he has served or is currently serving, as the High Priest of a 
Michigan Chapter, except to the office of Grand Treasurer, Grand 
Secretary, Grand Chaplain, and Grand Sentinel. 
 

To read as follows: 
Grand Officers shall be chosen from the members of the 

subordinate Chapters, but no Companion is eligible for election or 

appointment until he has served or is currently serving, as the High 
Priest of a Michigan Chapter, except to the office of Grand 
Treasurer, Grand Secretary, Grand Chaplain, and Grand Sentinel. 
 

Sec. 7. Election of Officers.  which now reads: 
At each Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter, the officers of 
Grand Chapter shall be elected by ballot, except the Grand 
Chaplain, who may be appointed by the Grand High Priest-elect 
following his election, otherwise the election will include the office 
of Grand Chaplain.  The elective officers, including the Grand 
Chaplain, whether appointed or elected, are to hold their office until 
the next annual Convocation, and until their successors shall have 
been duly elected and installed. 
 

To read as follows: 
A.  At each Annual Convocation of Grand Chapter, the 

officers of Grand Chapter shall be elected by ballot, except the 
Grand Chaplain, who may be appointed by the Grand High Priest-
elect following his election, otherwise the election will include the 
office of Grand Chaplain.  The Grand Master of the 3

rd
 Veil, 

Grand Master of the 2
nd

 Veil and Grand Master of the 1
st
 Veil, 

who may will be appointed by the Grand High Priest-elect 
following his election, otherwise the election will include the office 
of Grand Chaplain.  The elective/appointive officers, including the 
Grand Chaplain whether appointed or elected, are to hold their 
office until the next Annual Convocation, and until their successors 
shall have been duly elected/appointed and installed. 
1. All Grand Chapter Officers currently elected in one of the 

appointive offices may continue through the normal 

progression of the line.  

2. As the Veils become vacant, due to the normal progression in 

the election process, they shall be filled by appointment by the 

Grand High Priest-elect. 

3. The acceptance of an appointment as a Veilsman does not 

assume any Appointed Companion will run for the Grand 

Honors in Grand Chapter nor does this preclude any 

Excellent Companion from running for Grand Honors at any 

Grand Convocation. 
4. The appointive Grand Officers will have the duties and 

responsibilities as designated by the Grand High Priest. 
 

Also:  Renumber the other two paragraphs as “B.” and “C.” 
respectively.  (Housekeeping, only.) 

 

Sec.116.  Official Dress.  which now reads: 
 The Official Dress of the elective line of the Grand 
Chapter when in attendance at Grand Chapter Convocations and 
Ww 

when in attendance in an official capacity at funerals or other 
Masonic functions (except evening functions) shall be the 
English Walking Coat and conventional vest and striped 
trousers, together with black shoes, black socks, stiff white 
turned down collar with black four-in-hand tie having a 
diagonal white pin stripe.  The apron, with said official dress, 
shall be worn inside the coat. 
 

To read as follows: 
 The Official Dress of the elective line of the Grand 
Chapter when in attendance at Grand Chapter Convocations 
and when in attendance in an official capacity at funerals or 
other Masonic functions (except evening functions) shall be 
the English walking coat and conventional vest and striped 
trousers, together with black shoes, black socks, stiff white 
turned down collar with black four-in-hand tie having a 
diagonal white pin stripe.  The apron, with said official dress 
the English Walking Suit, shall be worn inside the coat.  The 

official dress for the Appointive Officers, on these occasions 

and functions, shall be the Tuxedo with the appropriate 

vest, or cummerbund and tie as designated by the Grand 

High Priest.  The apron will be worn on the outside of the 

Tuxedo Coat. 
 

Reason and Rationale:   
This will afford more Companions an opportunity to 

serve as a Grand Officer, and provide for more potential 
candidates for the elected line of officers.  This will also 
allow Companions the opportunity to understand the “inner-
working” of the Grand Chapter, and could determine if they 
would like to run for an elective office. 

This amendment shortens the elective line of Grand 
Chapter Officers from nine (9) to six (6) years, yet keeps 
intact the nine (9) line offices.  There is no limitation placed 
on the number of years, which a Companion may serve as an 
appointive officer. 

It is hoped that the Grand High Priest-elect will make 
every effort to appoint one of the Veilsman from a different 
“Region” of the state.  

This amendment leaves to the discretion of the Grand 
High Priest as to how involved he wishes the three Grand 
Masters of the Veils to be in the operation of the Grand 
Chapter.   

Grand Officers, whether elected or appointed, should 
always look well dressed and neat when appearing in official 
dress.  Most Companions already have a Tuxedo and the 
required accessories.  

Nine (9) years is the longest elective line in Michigan 
York Rite Bodies. 

Six (6) years should be a sufficient length of time, for 
any Companion, to prepare himself and his programs for his 
eventual leadership of the Craft.  If he cannot establish his 
plans in 6 years then he probably could not prepare those 
plans in nine (9) years.  All Companions running for Grand 
Honors have presided and therefore should understand the 
commitment and responsibilities of presiding over Masonic 
Organizations.  Three (3) more years will not make his 
understanding any better.  By changing the line from nine (9) 
to six (6) years would be placing more immediate attention to 
the planning for their year as the presiding officer. 

Respectfully submitted: 
Larry A. Inscho, GPS, Carl S. Hobday, PGHP 

Paul C. Howell, PGHP 

Proposed Amendment  

 



  
 

 
 



 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF PROXY IN GRAND CHAPTER 
To the Grand Chapter of Michigan: 

 

This is to certify that: 

Companion ___________________________ 
has been selected to hold the proxy to represent Companion 
____________________________ of 
_______________________ Chapter No. _____ in the 
Convocation of the Grand Chapter, to be holden at the Marriott 
Centerpoine Hotel & Resorts, to be held in Pontiac on the 15th  
day of the month of August 2007. 

   Witness my hand and seal at ____________________ 
this ________ day of ________________ 20 _____. 

Signed ____________________________  Title _______ 

The “Certificate of Proxy” below is for your use, if necessary. 

Cut it out, Fill it out and bring it to Grand Chapter with you. 

Grand Chapter Registration 
Registration for Grand Chapter 

Grand Convocation will be held in the 
Coat Room Hallway of the Marriott 
Centerpoint Hotel in Pontiac. 

 
The times for Registration will be: 
Tuesday, August 14, 2007 
          1:00 – 4:00 pm 
Wednesday, August 15, 2007 
     7:30 – 8:30 am 
 
It is required that registration must 

be closed when Grand Chapter 
officially being opened.  In order to 
have a vote at the Grand Convocation 
you must be registered prior to 8:30 

am. 

Thank You One and All! 
I'd like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for 

their kind thoughts, prayers, get well cards and wishes 
following my recent surgery.  I received and excellent report 
from the surgeon and I am feeling great!  I know it is because 
of the love and prayers of all of you that I have come through 
this road block so successfully.   

Again, thank you. 
Beth Masten, Assistant to the Grand Secretary 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
There was a beautiful Memorial Service for Harry 

Moak, PGHP, who  passed away June 10, 2007. The Symbolic 
(Blue) Lodge Memorial Service was held on June 24, 2007 at 
2:00 PM at the Pollock Randall Funeral Home in Port Huron, 
Michigan. The service was conducted by Brother and Excellent 
Companion John Cooper, President of the BGP,s of Michigan. 
He was assisted by Paul Williams, Grand Scribe of the Grand 
Chapter Royal Arch Masons of Michigan who acted as 
Chaplain and lit the eight candles for the candlelight service. 
There were four other Grand Royal Arch Mason officers in 
attendance: R. Michael Colpus, GRAC; Michael Whiting, 
GM2ndV; David Dossette, GM1stV; and Paul C. Johnston, 
PGHP. Plus, there were ten more Brothers and Companions in 
attendance.  William Moak, PM and Treasurer of Pine Grove 
Lodge #11, who is Harry Moak's son, expressed his gratitude 
to all in attendance for a very beautiful service. 

 
 

 

With our consolidations Ingham #51 has some very nice PHP 
aprons if any chapter is in need of any we'd be happy to pass 
some on. 

Tim Forche, PHP 
Secretary 
517/676-5157, 
unclegut@netzero.net_________________________________ 

This link is for lecture PowerPoint files:    They are pretty nice 
and they have a lot of other pictures you might like:  
http://www.kena.org/Hirams/ 

The Bonisteel Library highly recommends: ”Soloman's 

Builders” transports the reader back to the birth of a radical 

new nation and tells how a secretive society influenced and 
inspired the formation of what would become the most powerful 

nation on earth. A history that reads like a thriller, it follows 

George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, and the other Founding 
Fathers who transformed the lessons of their Masonic lodge 
rooms into models for a new democracy. In the process, it pieces 
together the still-visible clues of the Freemasons as it uncovers 
the mystical Masonic symbolism hidden in the design of the city 
and in its monuments, statues and buildings. From "all-seeing 
eyes," pentagrams, and Egyptian-inspired obelisks to the 
imposing and mysterious Masonic temples of the "Widow's 
Sons," Solomon's Builders guides readers on a Freemason's tour 
of Washington, D.C. as it separates fact from myth and reveals 
the background of the sequel to The Da Vinci Code.  
Karl Grube , President,                        Bonisteel Masonic Library                     
http://www.bonisteelml.org 

WWeesstt--MMiicchhiiggaann  RRooyyaall  AArrcchh  AAllll  DDeeggrreeee  DDaayy  
Grand Rapids Masonic Temple 

Saturday, September 22, 2007 @ 8 AM 
Hosted by:  District #5 RAM  

 

8 am  Registration, Coffee & Rolls 
8:30   Opening 
9:00    MARK MASTER MASON DEGREE 
10:0      Break 
10:10  PAST MASTER DEGREE 
10:50  Break 
11:00 MOST EXCELLENT MASTER DEGREE 
 

11:45  Lunch  -  $8.00 Per Person -  Reservations 
contact either Charles Kramsvogel, 616-452-4036, 
cfkrans@core.com or Robert Cooper, 616-696-4847, 
bcooper@mkassoc.com 

 

1:15  Reception of Grand Officers & Guests 
1:30  ROYAL ARCH DEGREE 
4:00   Closing 

 


