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According to Author David McCullough in the book 
“Truman”, President Harry Truman decided to renovate the 
White House in 1949.  The Old Building was in a terrible 
state of repair, in fact, virtually falling down.  Much of it 
was unsafe.  In the process of the renovation, the old brick 
facing of the interior bearing walls was removed and for the 
first time revealed the original stones which bore the mark 
of Masonic symbols.  In the process of the reconstruction, 
Truman ordered that a large number of them removed, 
some to be reset in the building a large number of them to 
be sent to the Grand Lodges of every state “as a token of 
the fond between Freemasonry and founding of the union.”. 

A mason’s Mark coming to light after 150 years of 
darkness!  In the Mark Master Degree, we lean many 
lessons all of which are centered around our “mark”.  We 
could make many suppositions about these craftsman who 
setting the stones in place at the White House, but one that 
we would be hard-pressed to believe is that they knew or 
assumed that their mark would endure for a century and a 
half or that they would be found and recognized by another 
freemason. 

There are many lessons for us to draw from this story.  
Let each of us work to the best of our ability although 
anonymously.  We all leave our “mark” and we all make 
our “mark”.  So let us all work to be sure that our mark is 
“worthy” of our craft.  When future generations shall find 
or observe our “mark”, let the discovery of our work be a 
cause for celebration or rejoicing.  These are goals that are 
worthy of our earnest labors; working with pride and unity. 

The Chapter emphasizes the lessons of our craft.  Work 
toward a high stand of proficiency in the ritual and the 
lessons of the craft.  Work toward a fellowship within the 
craft that will be admired.  Conduct yourself both inside 
and outside the Chapter in a manner to bring credit to the 
craft.  Be proud of being a Royal Arch Mason and a York 
Rite Mason. 

 

 
  
 

It is the duty of the Protocol committee “to interview 
the Prospective Candidates for the open offices of the 
Grand Chapter, informing them of their responsibilities 
and duties of the office they aspire to.” 

Very often this comes too late and the candidate has 
declared himself before he realizes what he is getting 
into.  It is hoped that this article will make him aware of 
what is expected for the next 9 years.   

After being elected into your office you must 
purchase the necessary clothing which includes a Red 
Blazer, Black Tuxedo, Gray Morning Suit, White Dinner 
Jacket and a Top Hat.  There are Rules of Protocol as to 
when you wear these various outfits and you are 
generally informed ahead of time by the Grand High 
Priest.  This also includes the ladies who will at times 
wear Cocktail or Street Length Dress for Informal 
Occasions and Floor Length Dresses at Formal Functions. 

So now You’re all dressed up, what will be your 
duties? 

First off you will be assigned at least 4 Chapters, 
hopefully in your area (but sometimes not) which you 
will visit and report their progress at the several Grand 
Officer Meetings throughout the year. 

You will probably be made part of a committee 
whose actions are made and reported upon at these same 
Grand Officers Meetings.   

In addition you will be expected to attend all Royal 
Arch Testimonial Banquets and Meritorious Award 
Dinners which would include those of the Grand Lodge, 
Grand Council and Grand Commandery. 

Other in-state functions such as DeMolay, Job’s 
Daughters, Rainbow, Eastern Star and Amaranth you 
should attend if at all possible.  You may be asked to 
represent the Grand High Priest at any of these and to 
bring his greetings. 

Many of the aforementioned functions are formal, in 
addition to these we have York Rite Festivals, out-door 
Degree Days, Jail and Bail at Port Huron and other 
occasions, out of state activities including the East 
Central Regional Conference and the Tri-State all Degree 
Days.                                                     Conitined Page 3 

A GRAND OFFICER MARK WELL 

David W. Dossette 
Grand Master Third Veil 

13669 Hannan 
Romulus, MI 48174 

734.941.3056 
dbldfotog1@aol.com 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Companions:  

It has been such a pleasure, visiting the different Chapters over the past few months.  I believe you cannot 
meet better people than are in Royal Arch Chapters, although that seems to be true in the lodges that I have 
been to as well.  We need to get this word out to our friends and relatives, of how good and friendly Masons 
and Royal Arch people are. 

We had a scare at Centreville Chapter the other night.  Their scribe who was acting as secretary had a 
fainting spell.  911 was called, and he was taken to the hospital in Three Rivers.  I called later, and found out 
it was a reaction to the butter in the oyster stew.  Bob is doing much better now, I was told by DDI Bill 
Babka. 

Huron Chapter #27 is having a Royal Arch Widow's Degree on the 28th of March.  This will be a fun 
night for our Royal Arch Masons and their Ladies.  We will charge $10.00 per person, and the profits will be 
divided between The Royal Arch Mason Foundation Endowment Fund, and the Royal Arch Research 
Assistance.  I am asking that this type of event, or one similar such as the "Origins of the Trowel" be 
portrayed in many areas of the state.  It will help us get our Ladies involved, and is to raise more money for 
our R.A.M. Foundation, and R.A.R.A. 

In case that some of you may not know, funds contributed to R.A.R.A. supports research into a condition 
called, Central Auditory Processing Disorder, or CAPD, found in many children.  Children with such a 
disorder are often thought to be below average, lazy, or even dumb.  The child cannot concentrate with even 
the slightest noise in the background.  When placed in and environment that is silent, many are found to be 
very bright, brilliant, and sometimes even genius.  This is a very worthy cause for the Royal Arch Masons to 
support.  I have asked the Grand Officers of Royal Arch of Michigan to have a fund raiser as such, in their 
area and I hope you will support them in this endeavor. 

Well, Spring is here now, and many of my travels will be further from my home.  My first will be to 
Horace Maynard Chapter #82, in Charlotte.   

My wife Kathy,  and I will be in St. Catherines, Ontario for Ontario's Grand Convocation on April 3rd, 
4th, and 5th.   

On the 8th, we will be at Wayne Chapter #182 for their installation, then onto Jackson #3 on the 9th, and 
Excelsior Chapter #25 in Ypsilanti on the 10th.   

The Region 2 Meritorious Service Award will be at Bedford Chapter #188 on the 12th,  for Excellent 
Companion John Roe.  

I hope to get to Gaylord #119 on the 16th, and Homer Chapter #130 on the 21st. 
The Grand Chapter R.A.M. Convocation of Indiana will be on the 22nd and 23rd in Indianapolis, and The 

Grand Court of Michigan Order of the Amaranth on the 24th.  Iosco Chapter #83 will have the Reception for 
Right Excellent Companion Louis McCray, Grand Master of the 1st Veil on April 26th at the Alma 
Pathways.  Companion Louis is a great asset to the Grand Line, and I hope many of you can attend. 

I hope, now that spring has sprung, the better weather will be enjoyed and embraced.  Many of you will be 
coming back from the South, and I look forward to seeing you and the snow birds this month. 
God bless you all, God bless our wonderful fraternity, and God Bless America.  

Remember, “Quality Yields Quantity.” 

Paul D. Williams, Grand High Priest 
2811 18th Ave.,  Port Huron, MI 48060 

810.985.6925 
paulwkathyw@att.net 

 
“Quality Yields Quantity”  

GREETINGS FROM THE EAST 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Dear Companions: 
The George Washington Celebration dinner, at Caro, last month, was a great affair.  I congratulate all of 

the Companions, and their ladies, from Caro Chapter #96 for the wonderful meal and the gracious hospitality 
extended to all.  The Grand Officers meeting, in the morning, held at the Masonic Lodge was very 
successful.  The new facilities at the Lodge are beautiful.  All the Grand Officers were given a chance to 
explain what was happening in their respective Chapters.  It is interesting to hear for others what is 
happening in other Chapters.  Many good ideas were exchanged. 

On March 7-8 there will be an East Central Grand Regional conference meeting in Bloomington, Illinois.  
Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers from several jurisdictions get together, at this time, and discuss what 
is happening in their individual areas.  It is very educational to hear different topics discussed at this 
meeting.  Usually, there is some type of interesting speaker talking about some interesting topic related to 
York rite Masonry.  Much Knowledge comes out of this meeting. 

Please, let us, make attempts to attend as many Youth Activities, Job’s Daughters, Rainbow Daughters, 
and DeMolay as possible.  These young people are our future in our Masonic Family.  The Grand Chapter 
Youth committee is a very hard working Committee.  This committee is to be congratulated for their hours 
of dedicated service.  Thank you, to all of the companions who have given so much of their time to these 
groups.  The Youth groups are making great strides in Michigan. 

Ann and I wish all of you, and your loved ones, the bery best of the Easter Holiday Season.  This is a 
very special time of the year.  Also, St. Patrick’s Day will be here.  It is hard to believe that spring will be 
here March 20th. 

May God be with all of you and your loved ones. 
Fraternally, 

Bill & Ann 

KING’S KORNER: 
William B. Fairchild,  627 S. 15th St., Escanaba 49829 

(906) 786.8526    wfpopeye@uplogon.com 

Re:  Installation of Officers and presentation of Life 
Membership Certificates at Wayne Chapter 182, 
Westland, MI. 
Dear Companions: 

We at Wayne Chapter #182 will be installing our 
officers on Tuesday, April 8, 2008, at 7:30 PM, but 
prior to that we will be having a dinner celebrating 
the presentation of Emeritus Life Membership 
Certificates to 13 of our veteran Companions.  We 
thought it a good idea to invite you to such an 
auspicious occasion.  Dinner will be served in our 
dining room at the Wayne Masonic Te4mple, 37137 
Palmer Road, Westland, at 6:00 PM.   

For the High Priest and our Officers and 
members, 

Sincerely and Fraternally  
 
Bruce L. Plemmons, Secretary 
734-326-3526 madsman@email.com 
 
Please contact Bruce so that they have an idea as 
to how many will be in attendance. 
 

A Grand Officer – Continued from Page 1 
Many of these functions will probably occur miles 

away from your home and will require an overnight stay 
at a hotel/motel. 

As you can see, all this involvement takes a great 
deal of dedication by both you and your lady and is done 
mostly at your expense.   

But, if you desire to lead the Royal Craft into the 
Future, then your rewards will be considerable. 

Carl S. Hobday, PGHP, PDGGHP 
Protocol Committee Chairman 

 
______________________________________________ 
94th Council Strawberry Festival in Mason – April 26th.   
For more information or to make your reservations with 
Tim Forche, Recorder, 517.676.5157 or 
unclegut@netzero.net. 
 Good time to receive the full form Super 
Excellent Degree.  Please bring new candidates. 
 

CARL S. HOBDAY, PGHP 
Grand Chaplain 

8093 Hawkcrest Dr. 
Grand Blanc 48439-2430 

810.953.0114 
carlhobday@comcast.net 



 

• * * * * Cryptic Degrees* * * * 
• April 24, Bryan, Ohio 

  

 7:30 p.m. Super Excellent Master Degree Ohio 
 

  Council All Degree Day 
 April 26 1:00 p.m. Opening Mason 
 6:30 p.m. Swiss Steak Dinner, w/ Strawberry Shortcake Mason 
 

  K.Y.C.H. 
 May 17 12 Noon Luncheon Alma Pathways 
 

  Chapter Outdoor All Degree Day 
 June 14 8:00 a.m. Registration Dowagiac 
 

  Straits Area Council #92 – All Degree Day 
 June 21 1:00 pm  Opening & Degrees St. Ignace 
  6:30  Dinner (Res. Required) 
  8:00 pm  You-per council Degree – Family affair 
 

  Grand York Rite Golf Outing 
 August 3 Gladwin Golf & Country Club Gladwin 
 
Please contact the Secretary/Recorder of the various bodies for more specific information regarding the event that you 
have in mind of attending or bringing a candidate to receive the Degrees and Orders. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                         

GGrraanndd  YYoorrkk  RRiittee  SSeessssiioonnss  ooff  MMiicchhiiggaann  
Grand Chapter, Wednesday, August 6th. 
Grand Council, Thursday, August 7th. 

Grand Commandery, Friday & Saturday, August 8th & 9th. 
JJJoooiiinnnttt   GGGrrraaannnddd   YYYooorrrkkk   RRRiiittteee   BBBaaannnqqquuueeettt,,,    TTThhhuuurrrsssdddaaayyy,,,   AAAuuuggguuusssttt   777 ttt hhh   

 
Radisson Plaza Hotel 

100 West Michigan Ave., Kalamazoo, MI 
Reservations:  888 201-1718  Email:  rhi_kala@radisson.com 
(make sure that you tell them you are with the Grand York Rite) 

 

Committee Chairmen: 
Dwight Humm, 3306 Lancaster, Midland 48642; 989.631.1357, dnhumm@aol.com 

Brian K. Himes, 24584 Laetham Ave., Eastpointe 48021; 586.772.5582, bhimes617@aol.com 

Q:  Why is someone who is feeling 
great ‘on cloud nine’? 
A:  Types of clouds are numbered 
according to the altitudes they attain, 
with nine being the highest cloud.  If 
someone is said to be on cloud nine, 
that person is floating well above 
worldly cares. 
Q:  Why are zero scores in tennis 
called ‘love’? 
A:  In France, where tennis first 
became popular, a big, round zero on 
the sco 

The scoreboard looked like an egg and 
was called ‘l’oeuf,’ which is French 
‘egg.’ When tennis was introduced in 
the US, Americans pronounced it 
‘love.’ 
Q:  In golf, where did the term 
‘Caddie’ come from? 
A:  When Mary, late Queen of Scots, 
went to France as a young girl (for 
education & survival), Louis, King of 
France, learned that she loved the Scot 
game ‘golf.’ So he had the first golf 
course ourside of Scotland built for 

course outside of Scotland built for 
her enjoyment.  To make sure she 
was properly chaperoned (and 
guarded) while cadets from a 
military school to accompany her.  
Mary liked this a lot and when she 
returned to Scotland (not a very 
good idea in the long run), she took 
the practice with her.  In French, 
the word cadet is pronounced ‘ca-
day’ and the Scots changed it to 
‘caddie.’ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

                                       Secretary’s Scribbles: 
My Companions: 

Each of you Secretaries should have your Election of Officer and Annual Return Forms.  You also have 
your Dues cards for the Chapter and a listing of your membership, as it shows on the Grand Chapter 
computer.  Please correct this listing and return with your Annual Return.  If removing from the list, please 
say why and when, even though it appears that you may be duplicating. 

Many, most, of you have been concerned about the requirements of the IRS to go on line with them to 
keep your status.  If you are prompt, and accurate in getting your information back to the Grand Chapter then 
we are going to do everything we can to file for you and keep the IRS happy with all of us.  It does mean that 
you must get your Reports in.  Get them in on time.  And have them correct and accurate. 

Those of you who have been sending in your Monthly Reports of changes to your membership, or reports 
as corrections are known by you, to the office of the Grand Chapter will find that your Dues Cards for the 
Year and your membership listing will be much more accurate and you will therefore have an easier time of 
filling out the Returns. 

Your Capitular year ends on April 31.  It runs from May 1st to April 31st.  It is therefore impossible for you 
to be able to complete and submit an accurate financial return prior to May 1st. 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 
Which reminds me….  Don’t call between April 26th and May 6th.  Beth and I will be in Las Vegas for our 

annual vacation.  When we get back we will be ready for the hard push to Grand Chapter.   Speaking of 
which, hopefully, the Grand Sessions Committee will have all of the materials out very soon for everyone to 
get registered soon and on time. 

Paul C. Howell, PGHP, Grand Secretary 
17635 Manitou Beach Road 
Addison, MI 49220-9773 

517.262.5140 
meghpmi97@comcast.net  

 

 
There will be one Grand Chapter Meritorious Service Award recipient from each of the 3 regions in 

Michigan, and one overall General Grand Chapter Bronze Award.  If you desire to nominate a companion 
from your chapter you must obtain, complete, and submit his application.  If you have a companion that has 
already received the Grand Chapter Award, but not the General Grand Bronze, you may submit his 
application, but note on the application that you are submitting for the General Grand Chapter Bronze ONLY. 

Please remember that the applicant should NOT know that he is being recommended, as this could be 
very demoralizing if he were not selected from all the submitted applicants.  The application is available from 
the Grand Chapter by contacting the Grand Scribe or from the Grand Chapter web site, by going to the 
download page, and clicking on “MSA Nomination Form”.  Be sure to include all information, do not assume 
that the Grand Chapter knows the individual.  The Grand Chapter Committee must evaluate each application 
from the information given on the application, ONLY!  The more complete and thorough you are the better 
chance that your candidate will get full consideration. 

If your candidate is selected, your chapter should be prepared to honor him with an appropriate Public 
Recognition dinner, that is mutually agreed upon by the Grand Chapter, the Subordinate Chapter, and the 
Recipient and family. 
Thank you and fraternally. 

 

Robert E. Cooper 

Grand Principal Sojourner 
101 20 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs 49319-9629 
616..893.4426     bcooper@mkassoc.com 
 

MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARDS 
Companions, it’s time to get those MAS 

Applications in to your Grand Chapter MSA 
Committee for consideration this year. 
 As referred to in last month’s article, your 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MANISTIQUE CHAPTER NO 127 
Invites All To A 

Reception Honoring  
 

Excellent Companion  
Eugene Smith, PHP 

 

Recipient of the 
Michigan Grand Chapter 

Region 1 Meritorious Service Award 
 

Saturday, May 24, 2008 
Manistique Masonic center 

2098 S. Cedar St., Manistique, MI 
 

Reception:  5:30 pm 
Dinner 6:00 pm 

Only -- $8.00 per person 
 

Send Reservations to: 
Kenneth A. Rautiola 
5107 W. River Rd. 
Manistique, MI 49854 
(906) 341-8422 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
Please reserve _____ places at $8.00 each for 
dinner.  My check in the amount of $_________ 

is enclosed payable to:   
Manistique Chapter No. 127 RAM 

 
Name:  _______________________________ 
Lady: ______________________________ 
Title: _____________________________ 
Organization: __________________________ 
Address:  _____________________________ 
City/Zip: ______________________________ 
Phone: _______________________________ 
E-mail: _______________________________ 

Amendments Amendments Amendments Amendments     

ByByByBy----Laws Laws Laws Laws to the Red Bookto the Red Bookto the Red Bookto the Red Book    
Nothings perfect!   
Do you have changes that you think should be 

made to the Red Book of Capitular Law? 
Any Companion can submit changes to the Red 

Book that they deem would be in the best interest for 
all. 

Must submit the proposed Amendments to the 
Office of the Grand Chapter, 17635 Manitou Beach 
Road, Addison, MI 49220, in triplicate, prior but not 
later than 7 May 2008. 

The Red Book Review Committees work is not 
to change any of the intent, only hopefully to the 
simplification of the Red Book.   

Do you know of some discrepancies in the 
current Red Book?  Send that information to the Red 
Book Review Committee for their consideration. 

GRAND HONORS 
Are you considering an interest in the Grand Chapter Line in the near future.  This year is an 

excellent time for you to get started.  We have an opening at the Grand Master of the 1st Veil.  This is 
a tremendous commitment for any Companion, and his lady, to make.  One in which you will never 
regret! 

It is an enjoyable and rewarding travel through a Grand Line.  Seriously consider it. 
It means that you and your Lady both agree that Capitular Masonry is a very important part of 

your lives and that you both are willing to commit yourselves to the betterment of Masonry for the 
next several years.  The only thing that stands between you and your commitment to the Royal Arch 
is your family and your work.  Capitular Masonry is the culmination of Masonry.  

Office of the Grand Chapter closed! 
April 26th – May 6th 
Vacation – Las Vegas 

We won’t be taking your money!!! 
______________________________ 
Grand Chapter New Phone Number: 

517 262.5140 
Secretary’s/Secretary: 517 262.4070 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
It is important that each Chapter get its Annual 

Election return and Annual Return materials and 
forms back into the Grand Chapter on time and 
accurately.  If they are we will do everything in our 
power to take care of the IRS 990-N for the 
Chapter.   

The Election Return and Directory update 
must be returned within 24 hours of the election. 

The Annual Return must be completed and 
placed into the mail between May 1 and May 15.  
Get started now and they can be completed 
easily. 
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