     Lord Baden-Powell, Baron of Gilwell  

  Born on February 22,1857 (the 125thanniversary of the birth of our late Bro. George Washington), Sir Robert Baden-Powell served in the British Army in India

and Africa from 1876 to 1910, rising to the rank of Major-General. It was said to be on the advice of King Edward VII that he retired from the Army to promote

Scouting. 

  It was during his command of a garrison in the Boer War that he began to write down a guide to scouting. Originally intended for military purposes, he felt, after the war, that it would be useful to young people in Britain who were not, to his

mind, receiving enough training in outdoor life. He felt that the teaching of scouting skills would give boys focus in life and encourage them as leaders.

  In 1910, Lord Baden-Powell’s sister founded a parallel organization for young women known as Girl Guides, with which his wife Olave (m. 1912) was also a great help.

  They had three children

Named Chief Scout of the World at the 1st World Scout Jamboree in Olympia in 1920, he was further honoured with a baronetcy, Gillwell Park being the International Scout Leader Training Centre.

  The date of Baden-Powell’s birth is known as “B.-P. Day” or Founder’s Day to Scouts around the world. Lord Baden-Powell died on January 8, 1941, and is buried in St. Peter’s Cemetery, Kenya.
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