A Discussion Paper on Masonic Philosophy by Garnet E. Schenk
There are a number of definitions of philosophy that one could quote but the important point is that whatever we quote as a definition must somehow reflect the content of the documents published or used by our Grand Jurisdiction. If the definition Masonic philosophy does not reflect the established and accepted content Masonry might be heading off in a direction leading away from the ancient landmarks of the Order. The definition that I think captures the philosophy of Masonry in our jurisdiction is the following: Philosophy of life is nothing more than the sincere attempt to answer the insistent and persistent questionings of the of the human mind as regards the origin, nature, growth, development and the ultimate destiny of human existence and the relation of man with the universe and T.G.A.O.T.U.  

When a man becomes a Mason he is supposed to have acquired a new way of looking at the world and human life, and in that process to have become a better man. If indeed, by becoming a Mason he has changed his attitude for the better toward his own life and that of his fellowman, he is starting to build a sound philosophy of life. If that be the case Masonry has than found its way to the heart of the practitioner of the Masonic Art. 
As a Fraternity our Masonic tenets proclaim and eloquently convey the universal message that man is, in fact, a Pilgrim of eternity. The Masonic philosophy of life enables the searcher to view life in its total magnitude and in its infinite possibilities. The Noble Order is a beacon of light for the Pilgrims to find their proper path in the midst of materialism, conflicting ideologies and religious differences in the world. 
There is a continuity of ideas that have been known since time immemorial: justice mercy, law, order, responsibility and many more absolute truths. The ceremonies of the Order provide an essential base from which to understand and interpret Masonic philosophy. In addition to the ritual, The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario provides resource material for its members based on Masonic principles and tenets.. The task Grand Lodge has undertaken is not to teach, but to encourage members to want to learn through good philosophical statements. The philosophy of Masonry is available to those who have the desire to study and reflect its beliefs and concepts.   
The Grand Lodge of Canada in the Province of Ontario offers in its publications and materials a complete set of learner’s kits for social, moral and spiritual reconstruction. Grand Lodge provides solid statements on Masonic Philosophy, either directly or indirectly in each of its documents or publications.

 I site two distinct the statements. The first in “Freemasonry Is It For Me?” we read the following; “Through the lessons, charitable work and fellowship amongst its members, Masonry stresses the principles of kindness  and consideration at home, honesty in business, courtesy towards others, dependability in one’s work, compassion for the less fortunate and being a good citizen of the world. In the same document we again get a feel for the practical approach to philosophy in a statement about the “Aims of the Fraternity.” It states: “As a fraternity, Masonry provides an opportunity for men to enjoy friendly companionship. It encourages good will towards all mankind. It promotes self-improvement and teaches the basic principles of brotherly love, charity and truth, which Masons are encouraged to practice in there daily lives.”
The second statement is in a small tri-fold hand out entitled “To a Masons Family – Welcome to the World of Freemasonry” contains a philosophical gem. It states that the Masonry is a philosophy for life and I quote; “In simple terms, Masonry is primarily an educational institution, teaching a moral way of life and an ethical code of behaviour based on the Golden Rule: ‘always do to others what you would have others do to you.’ Through a disciplined and systematic course of self-improvement a Mason endeavours to become a ‘better man’ –self-exploration, self-discovery, self-analysis, self-realization, and self-fulfillment. Masonry caters to the intellectual and spiritual needs of the individual by pointing a man in the right direction and then guiding his way in the quest for greater knowledge, deeper insight, and fuller understanding” 
Both of the above statements related to Masonic philosophy are practical, sensible and useful. When a man puts the timeless precepts and time-honoured principles of Freemasonry into practice, the world will indeed be a better place. 
The Mentor Program, the Friend-to-Friend Program, the B2B Program and other programs including the MasoniCh-I-P Program as well as the extensive work by G.L. committees. To use a few examples, the committee work by Protocol and Etiquette, Masonic Education and B2B Facilifacts, all capture something of the essential ethos of Masonic Philosophy. While the programs of Grand Lodge do not carry wordy philosophical statements, they do contain practical in-depth information and data that helps the Mason apply Masonic Philosophy to his life in everyday situations. Behind each of these programs is a formula for practical application of Masonic Philosophy that bridges the gap between theory and practical application. 
We need to search no further than the programs and information that Grand Lodge offers to its members to find good, solid and practical philosophical statements that beg to be read, understood and applied. The essentials of Masonic philosophy must of necessity flow out of the ancient landmarks. The Mission Statement and the practical application of the philosophical statements discussed above will help promote the Masonic ideals of reverence, morality, kindness, honesty, dependability and compassion. The outcome indeed will be a world that is a better place in which to live. 
So mote it be. 
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